On a Collection of Birds from the Medilerranean, 121

VIL —Ficld-Notes on ¢ Collection of Burds from the Mediter-
rancan. By Commander L Lyxes, RN ith Systematic
Notes by H. I'. Wirtnersy.

Tuae collection of birds upon which the following vaper s
based was made by Lvnes whilst serving in 11LALS© Venuy?
on the AMediterraneae Station between Septewnher, 1903,
and December, 1807, and has heen worked out by Witherby.
The former is responsible for the Field-Notes, the Tatier for
the dlagnosis of the specimens, the nowenelature, and the
initialled notes. As may be expected of a collection made
over so wide a ficld, a number of geographical and local
forms of the same species are represented, in the identi-
fication of which Witherby wishes to express his gratetul
thanks to Dr. Ernst Hartert, who has given him much help,
both at the Tring Muscum, where much of the colleetion
was worked out, and through his most valuable book, < Die
Vogel der paliarktischen Iauna.” In the nomenclature
the rules of the “ International Commission on Zoological
Nomenclature 7 have been followed, and this has also been
made possible by Dr. Hartert’s work.

The colleetion being chiefly the result of short and dis-
conneeted visits to different places, in no cases can the
spectmens or the field-notes be considered in the shghtest
degree compreliensive of the bird-liie at any particular place;
the “notes 7 are therefore arranged i order according to
the species and not the places, and only such notes are
given as are thought to possess the character of nosvelty
or interest.

Iu the Pield-Notes it is not intended to imply or suggest
that a species does nof exist at any of the places visited
unless it is so stated. The specimens were all obtained
either at, or quite close to the sca-coast, and all references
to localities are intended to imply this,
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Places visited by H.D.S. *Venus.

~Tort Said .. 25rd Aug. 1906-15th Jan, 1907
(except as below).
Alexandria.. 14th-17th Sept. 1906 ; 14th-17th Oct.
1906 ; 16th-19th Dee. 1906 ; 10th-
15th Jan, 1907.
! Damietta. ... 22nd Nov. 1906.

Famagusta .. 10th-12th Oct. 1907.
{Sudm Bay, Candia (North coast), 3rd Feb. 1906-

e

258th  April, 1906 (except 15th-
23rd April).

i Smyrna . ... lst-9th Aug. 1907 and 4th Oct. 1905.
* | Marmarice .. 24th-28th July, 1907.

(Mitylene .... 12th-15th Aug. 1907,

3

J Lemnos ... 24th Sept. 1905 and 20th Aug.-
| Gth Nept. 1907,
tThaso ...... 18th Aug. 1907,
Athens .... 13th-23rd April, 19006.
| Navarino. ... 20th July, 1907,
4 Platea ... ... Srd-17th Dec. 1905 and July 10th-
[ 18th, 1907,
I Taverda .... 20th Dec. 1905,
............ Dec. 26rd-29th, 1905,
............ Dee. 30th, 1905.
(Lago di Lentini........ 22nd-23rd May, 1907.

| “ District of the Cavas,”| 5z, arac R
T 15 miles from Syracuse. 25th May—dth Juue. 140;

| Pantana di Lentini ... Gth-8th June, 1907, and
L 12th Jan, 1908.

On and off during all months.

’ Palmas Bay.. 3rd-5th May, 1907,  (South coast.)

o . 6th-10th May, 1907 1 (North-east
| Avanei Bay %l&th—'_’()th Déc. 1907 | coast.)

’ Genoa ,,.... Ist Nov. 1905 and 21st-28th Dec. 1907.
Npezzia L0 20th-s1a0 Dees 1907,
 Naples...... 1st-10th Jan. 1908,
(Ahcante ... 10th June, 19C6.
| Cartagena .. 9th Amil, 1907,
SPAIN «vooL o Gibraltar. ... 14th-25th June, 1906 and 5th-29th
| July, 1906 ; 23rd-25th Feb, 1907 ;
L 16th-24th Feh. 1008,
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GarruLus 6LANDARIUS GLaNDARIUS (L),
The typical Jay was abundant at Platea in mid-winfer
and two specimens were obtained.

GARRULUS GLANDARIUS KRYNICKT Kalenicz.
This Jay was found at Marmarice at the end of July,
frequenting the woods. One specimen was obtained.

STURNUS VULGARIS.

Starlings were met with in Egvprt, first appearing at Port
Said on the 28th of October.  IFrom this date up to the end
of November plenty of swmail parties were to be seen and
were much sought after by the local sportsmen.  Unlike all
the other migrants which, when moving, invarviably went
southward, the Stariings almost from the date of their arrival
secmed to wander about.  For instance, at suurise on
Srd November at Port Suaid, more birds were seen flying to
the vorthward than to the southward, aud the same sort of
thing went on during the whole of the month,  These move-
ments were not due te a vegular passage in any particular
dircetion, hut most Likely had ax thieir object visits to certain
feeding-grounds. and from this 1t would appear as though
the birds had come to stay for the winter. After the 2nd
of December, however, no mere Starlings were obzerved at
Poit Said, though it is evident from the observations of
Mr. Nicoll and Mr. Loat (“Ibis,” July, 1908; January,
1506), that smadl flocks of Starlings are to be found near
Duamictta m winter time. It would scem probablle thevefore
that Starlings arc winter visitors to Pgvpt in small numbers,
shifting their quarters according to the food supply.

At Platea in mid-winter large flocks of Starlings fre-
quented the Missolunghi Plains, but no specimcens were
obtained.

| The only specimen procured (Port Suaid, Cctober 28th,
1906) was an example of Siurnus wvulgaris pollaratshyi
Fiusch.—H. F. I1.]

Onriorvs okrorus (L.).
On the west coasts of Greeee and Albavia well-preserved
nests of Golden Orioles were found in mid-winter; otherwise
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no breeding-recovds  to  the eastward of Spain were
obtained.

Eyypt.—3Aligrant in moderate numbers.  The passage
started with September, and the last Orioles were observed
on the 26th ol the saue wmonth,  For the fiest fow days nearly
all were dull-plumaged birds (juveniles or females), then
came a fair sprinkling of full-plumaged adult males.

Crete and Athens.—Not noted.  8rd February-28th April.

Malta.—Yrom 1st May onwards a plentiful migrant. It
is possible that ocewstonally @ pair stops to breed in some of
the more retived “ounieds ” and orchards on the southern
side of the island, where an adult male was scen and heard
in feeble song on 23rd June, but this bird did not behave
as if it had a nest or young., The chances of a brood
bemng reared i this thickly populated aad “ornithophagous ™
country are very small.

Sicily—The walnuts and poplar trees in the ¢ Cavas”
scemed admirably suited to the breeding-requirements of
Orioles, but not a bird was seen between 22ud May and
4th June.

Coccoruravsres coccornravstes * (L.).

The THawtineh was met with as a breeding-species and
probably resident in Spain, but clsewhere only as a winter-
visitor.

Lgypt.—Hawfinches, though never scen more than two
or three at a time, had a distinet migration-passage, starting
at the beginning of November (or possibly a week carlier)
and continuing to arrive until the beginuing of  December,
but like most of the finches, their migrations are probably
much influenced by loecal weather conditions.

Near Damavhour in December several Tawfinches were
observed among the larger trees, and a fomale was shot as she
rose from a dry dyke-bank with not a tree near. Her
stomach contained seeds and kernels.

% The Editors of the “Ihis” are responsible for the omis-ion of the third
repetition of coccothraustes for the typieal form, an omission which is

contrary to the International Rules followed by the author.—[We do
not profess to follow the “ International Rules,”” —LEp. ]
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Plutea.—In winter the species was found plentiful; a
female was obtained.

Gibraltar.— Abundant, breeding in the cork woods. Last
young out of the nest on 23rd June. The Hawfinch appears
to winter in the Coto Dofiana but does not breed there, and
was observed in small parties near Gibraltar as carly as
9th March. Tt would seem that the Spanish birds arve
probably resident, but collect. and wander about during
winter-time.

[ Specimens of the typical form were collected in Greece
(Dec. 2), Spain (June 17), and Egypt (Dec. 15).—
1mor it

Crrorts ¢rLoRIs AURANTIIVENTRTS Cab.

Crete.—VFirst noted 25th February, when three were shot
out of a small party of both sexes. Small flocks were noted
thereafter up to 25th April.  This race of Greenfinch
therefore at any rate spends the winter in Crete. Whether
it also breeds there was not noted.

Corfu.—Fairly plentiful in mid-winter. One specimen
obtained.

Greenfinches were also met with in Egypt as winter
visitors, arriving abont 21st October, as migrauts in Sardiina,
in Malta probably also as migrants, and in winter at Platea.
Near Gribraltar a vumber of Greentinches werve et with at
the end of July, but no specimens were obtained at any of
these places to indicate to which race they belonged.

CARDUELIS CARDUELIS.

Lgypt.—Not met with from August to January, but as
Mr. Nicoll observed the species at Damietta (“Ibis,” July
1008) and it figured in the bird-catcliers” Inres in November
and December, the Goldfinel is presumably a winter visitor
in small numbers.

Crete—Winters and breeds, presumubly individuals are
resident, although theie scemed to he a slicht increase at
the end of Mareh, and then a deercase to breeding numbers
as 1f there was some migratory movement, but this was not
at all certain. Nests with fresh eggs, 27th April.
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Platea.—Plentiful in winter and smmmer,

Not noted in Smyrna and the Grecian  Archipelago
between 2-tth July and 6th September.

Cyprus.—In flocks 10th October.

Corfu.—Plentiful in winter.

Malta.—Winter visitor only. All appeared to have left
early in March.

[Only one specimen was obtained (¢ Corfu, Dec. 26,
1905), and this puzzled me, being most like typical
C. carduelis, but it may have been a migrant.—H. . 117.]

Carpurrts srizus (L.).

The only Siskin met with was a single male near Athens
on 21t Apeil This bied was probably on migration, though
the testes were large. The stomach was nearly empty, and
contained a few small seeds, small insects, and grit.

CARDUELIS CANNABINA MEDPITERRANEA (Tschusi).

This race of Linnet was met with in Egypt, where it was
a winter visitor, arriving about the 25th of October, and in
Crete also in winter.  As in the case of the Chaffinch many
individuals, perhaps all, left for the north in March, but
wnlile that spectes, the numbers were angmented by fresh
arrivals from the south in April. These were still coming
through when the ship left on 28th April. It was not
ascertained whether any Linnets breed in Crete.

Linnets were winter visitors to Malta, but specimens were
not obtained.

[One from Crete (I'eb. 27, 1906) and one from Port Said
(Nov. 10, 1906) werc of this form—H. /. II".]

SERINUS CANARIUS sERINUs (L),

Mealtn.—The Serin does wot breed, though fairly plentiful
in winter, the bivds colleeting in flocks during the carly part
of March and leaving the island before the end of that
month.

Crefe—~The Serin was found on the 7th of March, and
probably winters, No further notice was taken of the
species.
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Frivcinna ceress ceness L.

Lgypt.—Winter visitor in small numbers.  First observed
on the 18th of October, when a male came on board ship at
sea off the Damictta mouth of the Nile.  Fresh arrivals con-
tinucd up to the end of November, when the numbers reachoed
a maximum and then decreased to winter proportions.

Crele—Plentiful in winter, and appeared to collect in
flocks about mid IFebruary, prepavatory to a move northwards.
Ceurting and xong were observed, but no dirvect evidence of
Lreeding was obtained, although it is probable that the species
does breed, but not in anything like the winter numbers,

Platea.—Plentiful  winter and summer.  Presumably
rvesident.

Thaso.—Chaffinches plentiful 18th August.  Probably
breed.

Sicily—Tair numbers breeding. Iive incubated eggs
27th May, three fresh eggs 29th May.

Malta—\Winter visitor only, last date seen 17th March.

Prrroxta perroNta * (L),

The typical form of the Rock-Sparrow was found hreeding
ahundantly in the hinestone clills of the ““Cavas ™ in Sieily.
Great caution was necessary in taking eges.as inmany cascs
the nests were close to those of Nesser hispanivlensis maltie,
although the Rock-Sparrow seemed to prefer a sizall colony
of its own, or at any rate to colonize Jocally about the clifix.

The nests found were less bulky than those of “ Passer,”
and more neatly “stowed away ” in their hole or crevice,
with less material protruding.  The majority of nests eon-
tained small voung about Ist June, but fresh clutches of
seven, six, six, four eggs respeetively were obtained between
26th May and 2nd June. 'Taken as a whole, they differ con-
siderably from the Sparrows” eggs i being larger and having
bolder, warm-umber colourcd, markings, in which respecet
they seem to approach eggs of Passer domesticus rather
than those of P. hispaniolensis.

* IFor the reason of the omission of the third name in this case see
footnote under Coccothraustes, p. 124,
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It was frequently noted that there are some habits of the
Rock-Sparrow that remind one of the Larks. One is raising
its hody rather high on the legs and then squatting close, a
common habit with the Crested Lark. The flight and an occa-
sional querulous note, too, sometimes recall the Crested Lark.

It is almost 1mpossible to see the ycllow throat-pateh
except at very close range, but the chequered appearance ot
the mantle, larger size, and above all the terminal white
spots on the tail-feathers when in flight, are sufficiently
distinetive for the ficld-observer.

Passer ponesticus pomesticrs (1),

Passer poatesticrs ? subsp.

Passer mispavioneysis niseanjoneNsis (Temm.).

Passer niseaxrtonexsis aanTe Hart,

Passer reanee (Viedll))

The distribution of Sparrows in the Mediterrancan is
remarkable,  On the Grecian mamlaud, in the Tonian
Tsiands and Grecian Archipelago, Smyra and Cyprus, the
Sparrow was /2. dowmesticus, and no other form of Sparrow
was found.  In Greece, out in the wildest country £,
domesticus would he found in plenty around the herdsmen’s
huts, where one of the chestnnt-headed Sparrows might
liave heen expected to oceur.

Around Gibraltar and in Sardinia, in the towns and
villages Passer duinesticus was found, and in the country
P. Lispaniolensis ; on the Italian wainland and in Crete
Passer dtalice, and in Sicily and Malta a form intermediate
between . Lispaniolensis and P. italie (P. hispaniolensis
malte), but nclining to the former, since the flank-streaks
are never entirely lacking.

In Egypt, around the coast typical P. domesticus was found
resident, while i the Nile Delta and its vieinity, in addition
to typical . lispaniolensis as a winter visitor, a Sparrow
approaching P, dosnesticus indicus, and quite noticeably distinet
in the field from tyvpical I’. domesticus by reason of the
brighter contrasts of light chicstnut and lavender-grey on the
dorsal side, was found in winter, apparently as a resident,
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Note.—P. hispaniolensis Lispaniolensis was first scen at

vt Said on the 20th of October, a large flock. On 27th
October another large party of Sparrows, probably . his-
paniolensis, flew overhead, going south, and specimens were
obtained near Damanhour in January

[The House-Snarrows obtained at Damanhonr (Egvpt) in
January and referred to above, appear to be somewhat
intermediate between P d. indicus and Pod. wilulicus vecently
deseribed by Messrs. Nicoll and Bonhote (Bull. B.O.C. xxiii.
p- 101). The nape has more grey and not <o much chestnut
asin 2. d.indicns, andis more like that of P. d. niloticus; the
checks and under parts are greyish, not so pure white as in
P. d. indicus and P. d. niloticus. No specimens of ouse-
Sparrows from the coast (which Lynes states were like typical
P. domesticus) were obrained.

A male specimen of Passer itulie from Suda Bay, Crete
(June 22, 1906), s indistinguishable from typical examples,
and this scems to indicate a considerable castward exteusion
of the range of this species.—H. F. V]

EMBERIZA CALANDRA CALANDRA Lu.

Emberiza calandra Linnzeus, Syst. Nat. ed. x. p. 176.

Egypt —The Corn-Buuting is evidently a winter visitor
in small numbers (vide < Ihis,” July 1908). At Port Said
it was seen on 10th November, after which small parties were
observed now and again, until 9th December, but this is not
a suitable place for wintering,

Crete.—"The species was met withwintering, hut no evidence
was scen of its breeding, the winter visitors apparently
leaving in flocks between 8th March and 4th April.

Athens—Between the 13th and 23vd April nuwubers were
apparcutly migrating, but may have been hreeding also.

Malta.—The Corn-Bunting was found resident and
breeding.  In mid-winter its ‘“chartte” was frequently
heard.

[The two specimens from Port Said (Dee. 9, 19035) are
very grey on the upper parts.—H. F. [V.]

SER. IX,—VYOL, VI, R
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EmBERIZA cirLUs L.

The Cirl Bunting was not met with in Egypt and not for
certain in Crete. At Platea in wmid-winter it was found
plentiful. In Sicily it was breeding commonly, four nests
of eggs partially incubated having heen found between 25th
May and 2nd Junce. In Sardinia the species oceurred in
winter, and was abont to breed on 3rd May. In Malta it was
never met with.

EMBERIZA HORTULANA L.

Eyypt.—Ortolans passed theough on migration in small
numbers during September. On 8th September they were
rather plentiful in parties from four to ninestrong.  Onthe
12th. when the ship was at sea a few miles north of Port
Said, a single Ortolan was seen.

{rele.—"The species was found to he a summer visitor n
moderate numbers, arviving in flocks from 8th April. Some
probably passed on further north, while many were paired,
courting and singing on the 25th, while breeding flocks were
still to be seen abont. By the 28th these migrants scemed
to have departed.

Malta and Sardinio.—On migration, 25th April and 3rd
May respectively.

The stomachs of speeimens collected in Crete contained
small beetles, snails, and a few seeds.

Enperiza casia Cretzschim.

Cretzschmar’s Bunting was found as a summer visitor to
Crete and Athens and probably also to Smyrna, where it was
plentital on 7th August. In Bgypt an adult female was shot
on 25th August, and one or two at a time were seen in
September.

Crete.—The speeies arrived on 8th April in small parties
of both sexes. Some individuals seemed to pair at once
and start breeding, otliers passed on.

Athens.—=DBetween April 13th and 22nd Cretzschmar’s
Bunting was plentiful, frequenting the lower slopes of the
rocky and sparsely serub-clad hullx. On the 16th, a pair (the
female having one soft-shielled egg in the uterus and tworipe

o
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ones in the ovary) were shot as they sat together on a pile
of stones.  Duriug the breeding-time the birds were found
quite easy of approach, and decidedly less obtrusive than the
Cirl Bunting.  The call, or alirm-note is decidedly sharp
for a Bunting, and rather reminded me of that of a Wagtail.

[One speetmen was obtained in Crete (April 8th) and this
was sexed as a doubiful female, but T think it is a male. Tt

however, very pale all over, the rufous parts being
espeeially so; on the back and rumyp it is sandy rather than
rufous.  The wing measures only 80 mm., which 1s small for

a male.—I1. F. V]

EyBERrIzA scH@NICLUS CANNETI (Brehm).

This race of the Reed-Bunting was found and obtained
in winter in Ilgvpt and at Platea. In Egvpt it is apparently
a scarce winter visitor, and seemed to arrive about mid-
November, but the birds were very shy indeed, and casily
overlooked.  This 1s equally true of those found at Platea.

MELANOCORYPHA CALANDRA CALANDRA (L.).

The Calandra Lark was not observed in Egvpt or Crete.
At Platea in mid-winter there were oceasional flocks on the
Missolonghi Plains. In Sieily they were very abundant and
seemed to be nesting on 23rd May, but no nests weve actually
found, though on Gth June a voung one able to fly was
obsevved.

CaranDRELLA BRACHYDACTYLA (Leisler).

The typical race of the Short-toed Lark was found as a
summer visttor at Atheus, Malta, Sieily, Sardinia, Alicante,
and Algeciras.  In Crete Short-toed Larks, presumably of
the same race as that found at Athens, passed throngh on
migration between 21st March and mid-Apeil, hut epparently
did not stop to breed there.

Athens.
two distinet races of Short-toed Larks : one (represented by
speeiwiens Nos. 168, 169, 176, 178, 179) lLight rufous in

Between Apeil 13th and 23ed there scemed to be

colour, by 22nd April was mostly paived aud courting, and

the males were singing 3 the other {represented by spechmens

Nos. 173,180, 186) sandy-grey in colour, was in floc l\s all the
K2
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time, not singing, and all extremely fat, whereas specimens of
the former race were all quite thin.  The former were most
plentiful on the flut country near the sea, the latter on the
rocky sloping gronnd at the foot of the Hymettos Hills.

Mualta.—"The species arrived about Tith April and com-
menced to lay about Ist May. On 23rd June a nest con-
tained one young and two chipping eggs.

Sicily.—Very abundant, breeding in the plains along
with the Calandra Larks at the end of May.

The stomachs of specnnens examined contained a mixture
cf seeds and insccts,

[Specimens of C. b, brachydactyle vary individually,
especially u the amount of rulous on the head aud nape, and
all the bivds collected 1 Greeee and Crete appear to me to
be of the typical form.—f. I 1V.]

CALANDRELLA MINOR HEINET (I[fom.).

Short-toed Larks passed throngh Port Said on migration
from the end of August to the third week of October.

Some Short-toed Larks were scen but not obtained at
Damictta on 220d November. These would possibly have
been C. minor nicolli Hartert (Bull. B. O. C. xxv. p. 9).

[The only specimen obtained was a female at Port Said
on October 21st, 1906, This is undoubtedly an example of
C.m. heinel, which is mueh grever on the upper parts than
either C. m. nicolli or C. . minor. Dr. Hartert has been
kind enough to confirm the identification ot this specimen,
This bird has not previounsly heen recorded from so far to the

westward as Egypt.—I7. /7 11

Gareripa cristata (Linn.).

All Crested Darks met with were apparently quite
sedentary ; no migratory or ceven scasonal movement was
ever neticed.  Iven in antumn they uever seem to have any
fat on them to speak of.  Although the species figures in
the list of Malta birds theve do not seem to he any in the
island now, and it ix suggested that  the specimens were
perhaps procured at Malta market. in which case it is most
probable that they were hrought over from Sicily or Tunis,
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from which places the market receives pretty regularly a
supply of Ducks, Barbary Partridges, Senegal Turtle-Doves,
and other species.

GALERIDA THERLE THERLE Brehm.

Plentiful at Vagos Bay, Portugal, very noticeably small
and Wood-Lark-like in appearance, and frequently perching
i medium-sized ilex trees.

GALERIDA CRISTATA NIGRICANS Brehm.

These Crested Larks, the dark eoloration of which at
once draws the attention of the observer, were met with at
Damanhour, where the rich-soiled cotton-fields and paddies
owe thelr existenee to abundant irrigation with the waters of
the Nile. Very plentiful and confiding, the birds were con-
stantly et with on roads along which passed all day a
stream of camels, carts, and human traffic.

Damanhour 1s evidently well 1side the area of their
distribution.  No other form of Crested Lark was seen
there, but at Eshet Kourelied, about twenty-five miles further
away from the Nile, (. e, nigricans secmed to he cntirely,
or at any rate almost, replaced by G. c. altirostris, while
between the two places both forms were seen alongside one
another, but this, it must be noted, was in autumn and
winter.

(FALTRIDA CRISTATA ALTIROSTRIS Brehm.

Crested Larks of this race were found at or near the
Mediterranean Sea of Lgvpt, but nowhere plentifully. In
the field it is indistinguishable from the typical Crested Lark.

[Two specimens colleeted,—Damietta, November 22nd ;

Tisbet Kourched, December 19th.—H. F. 17.]

GALERIDA crISTATA carOLI Iartert.

These birds were plentiful in the sandy and poorly enltivated
country in the vieinity of the fresh-water canal that joins
Cairo and Ismailia about fifteen miles from the latter place.
The peculiar bleached appearance of the lower back, rump,
and npper tail-coverts in mid-winter was very noticeable.
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From a consideration of the localities in which these
three latter forms of Crested Larks were found, it would
seenm that G. e, vigricans tahabits only the vich-soiled delta
and its viciuity, while G, e «/firosfris, whatever may be its
distribution to the southward, frequents the sandy, un-
cultivated strip of country which borders the Mediterranean
practically the whole way from Port Said to Alexandria.
More speeimens are vequired, however, to define completely
the limits of G. c. altirostris and also those of G. e. caroli.

[Three specimens were collected at  DMahsameh, near
T<marhoa, wind by the Kindiess of Deo Hartert and My, Nicoll
1 have been whle to compuare these very carefully with aseries
of G. c. caroli from the typical locality—the Wadi Natron.
They agree exactly in coloration, and although they appear
to be slightly smaller in size I think a larger series might
show that they came well within the measurements of
typical G. c. caroli.

mm. mu,
&. Dec. 5, 1907. Near Ismailia. Wing 104 Bill fron;_nostril! 13
to tip.

d. Dee. 6,1907. do. do. 104 do} ‘ 134

¢ sex. Dec. 6, 1907. do. do. 107 - do. 13
d. Mar. 19, 1910, Wadi Natron.  do. 106 do. 14
3. do. do. do. 109 do. 14
Q. Mar. 18, 1910. do. do. 101 do. broken
Q. Mar. 23, 1910. do. do. 100 do. 13
. F. ”'.]

GALERIDA CRISTATA MERIDIONALIS Brehm.

Only met with in Crete, where it was plentiful. In winter
the birds were mestly in scattered parties of 4-8 strong,
pairing abour the fivst weelk of April and commencing to
lay uot earlier than mid-April. On 26th April one of
these bivds was flushied from founr fresh eggs. Bixospecimens
obtained.

(GALERIDA CRISTATA crIsTATA (1..).

In Cyprus, on 11th October, Crested Larks were found
plentiful in parties. One male, curiously enough, was
giving at noon a full spring-song from a clod of earth.
This was, of course, exceptional.  On dissection, this bird’s
testes were found to be quite small.
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| The Cypriote bird has been named G. c. cypriaca by
Dr. Bianchi, but the specimens collected by Lynes do not
appear to me te be distinguishable from the typical form.—

H.F. V]

GALERIDA crisTATA subsp. inc.

Crested Larks were found very abundant at Lewnos
between 22nd August and Gth September, in more or less
scattered parties cousisting apparently of one or more
families.

[The specimens obtained from Lemnos are in fresh
autumn-plumage, and are paler, more greyish, and less
reddish than specimens of G. c. meridionalis, and do not match
exactly any race of Crested Lark which I have been able to
examine.—H. I. W.]

Lurrura arsorea arsorea (L.).

In Egvpt the Wood-Lark appeared to e a scarce winter
visitor, making its appearance about 18th November, on
which date a voung female was shot from a small party
of Wood-Larks in company with some Sky-Larks. On
21st Novembher, at 2 rar., when the ship was at sea, ten
miles north of Port Said, a Wood-Lark passed with laborious
flight close to the water’s surface southward bound.

In Crete this species was plentiful and resident, their
numbers not apparently inercased by migration. During
winter, and up to Ist March, the birds were mostly in
parties of from three to ecight. Some pairs were observed on
7th March, and song, not hcard hitherto, commeneed soon
afterwards.  Oun 28th April a female was found sitting very
closc ou a nest of four ncarly fresh eggs in young corn, but
this was a late date, as pareuts carrying food had been scen
from 1st April onwards.

At Athens a young bird quite a week out of the nest was
obtained on 21st April.

Near Platea, in mid-December, large flocks were found
on the flat fallow lands of the Missolonghi plains, while

small family (?) parties were also observed among the scrub-
clad hills.
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At Smyrna, on Lth October, Wood-Larks were plentiful
on rising ground near the pine-clad hills.  One male was
singing very sweetly from a stone.

Sicily—Young, not long out of the nest, were observed
on 2ud June in the Cava district.

Gibraltar~—In the cork-woods Wood-Larks were in full
song on 20th Februavy, and were also in pairs on the tops of
the scrub-clad hills above.  There 1s an authentic record of
a nest with eggs in the low ground of the cork-woods in
Muareh, and the species is a fuirly plentiful breeder 1o the
Coto Donana, where a uest of young about five days old
was found on 9th May. (Irby did not record breeding in
Gibraltar.)

At Malta the species was never chserved, neither was it
met with between 22ud February and 6th August in Lemnos,
Mitylene, Thaso, or Marmanrice.

The stomaclis of specimens examined contained seeds,
snails, caterpiliars, and grasshoppers.

[ Specimens were obtained in Egvpt, Crete, Greece and
Swyrna, all of the typical form.—H. F. II".]

ALAUDA ARVENSIS CANTARELLA Bp.

This race of the Sky-Lark was mect with at Platea in winter,
in flocks up to 100 strong on the dry plains, and in Egypt
as a winter visitor in moderate numbers. At Port Said the
first bird was seen on 20th October.  The numbers then
increased, and by the end of the month Sky-Larks had
become plentiful, and were almost abundant throughout
November, after which the passage subsided and the
numbers gradually assiwmed winter proportions, small n the
Port Said districts, hut considerable near the Nile Delta
and Ismailia.

Sky-Larks scemed to follow the general rale in arriving
at Port Said about daybreak. On 3rd November, at this
hour, a Sky-Lark was found suspended in mid-air by one
wing from an acenmlated string of spider’s web connecting
two clumps of reeds. The bird had managed to get a com-
plete turn of the web round the “ wrist,” and was thus
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firmly Leld a prisoner. It would certainly have succumbed
to exhaustion had it not been rescued,

A Sky-Lark, no specimen of which was obtained, was
found wintering plentifully in Sardinia and Sicily, also at
Crete, where all seemed to depart by the end of February.
At Malta also a Sky-Lark is a winter visitor in moderate
numbers,  Some were seen as late as the 30th March, but
these individuals may have been migrants which had spent
the winter further south.

[Npecimens from Port Said were obtained from the 20th
October to 15th December, and arve all of this form, as
is one from Greece in December.—H. I, 1]

ANTHUS campesTRIS ([.).

Egypt.—The Tawny Pipit was not observed until 16th
September, but may very likely have been overlooked
carlier. There were two very pale-coloured birds, one of
which was obtained. The species was last secen on 206th
October, never more than a few at a time.

Crete.~—Apparently a migrant only. Iirst seen 1st April,
then constantly in small parties not exceeding six. Still
on passage on 28th April, up to which date no iudications
of breeding were observed.

Athens.—13th to 23rd April ; plentiful on passage.  Some,
however, were paired, aud there were indications by nuptial
flights that these would breed there.

Lemnos.—Plentiful at the end of August and heginning of
September, the majority apparently on migration, but a few
of a generally lighter colour may have been in juvenile
plumage and bred therve,

Sicily.—Not seen 20th May-8th June.

Sardinia—On migration in parties, Srd-5th May.

[Three young birds obtained in Boypt (September 16th
and 25th, and October 21st) are partly in juvenile and
partly in first winter plumage, but there is no appearance of
growing feathers upon them, and the moult may have heen
arrvested at the time of migration.—f. F. W]
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Axtrus trivianis (L),

The Tree-Pipit was met with on migration only.

Lyypt—The passage was only a small one, starting as
carly as the last week of Aungust or even earlier; small
parties of three and four were met with oft and on up to the
third weck of October. The Tree-Pipit’s passage was then
concluded.

Crete—The first occurrence in spring was that of an
emaciated specimen caught at sea off the north coast oun
28th March,  Flocks were noted on 11th April, and small
flocks and parties were still passing throngh on 27th and
28th April. On 20th April a Tree-Pipit came on board ship
at sea, forty miles west of Crete.

Axtnus pratensis (L),

The Meadow-Pipit scemed to be the predominant winter
visitor all over the Mediterranean basin ; even at Malta
and in “birdless” Italy the species was plentifully met
with, frequenting not ouly open fields and plains, but also
orchards aud cultivated lands.

Lyypt—Tirst noted on 23rd Qetober, and soon becoming
plentiful, the numbers varying from day to day, being
greatest 1 the second and thivd weeks of Ocwober, alter
which they deereased, assuming  winter-proportions by the
scecond week of December. During their period of passage,
Meceadow-Pipits were often found in comwpany with Red-
throated and Water-Pipits in moist places, but when settled
down in winter quarters they more often frequented drier
spots than either of those species.

Crete.—VPlentitul in scattered parties in winter.  Between
the 8th aud 22ud Mareh these winter Meadow-Pipits were
noticeably forming into larger and more compact parties,
perching high in the tops of plane trees, flving about up in
the aie m a restless manner, finch-like, in compact flocks.
Their flight was swifter, and it even seemed with more
“chirp” in their note than usual—in fact, under verual
influences behaving altogether in a singular wmanner. By
22ud March all seem to have departed, and there were no
indications of any migrauts passing through.
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Malta.~~The last of the winter Meadow-DPipits was noted
Ttth March, and no migrants appeared to pass through.

The stomachs of the specimens collected contained seeds
and vegetable matter, small snails, bectles, flies, and other
1nsects.

Antiius cprvinus (Palll).

The Red-throated Pipit was met with in Egypt (only) as
an abundant winter visitor.

Tu dates ol arrival, passage, and wintering, the Red-
throated Pipit agreed exactly with the Meadow-Pipit. s
Mr. Nicoll remarks (71bis,” July 1908), the note of this
species 1s very different from that of the Meadow-Pipit, and
was found to be a sure guide for recogniziug the species.

o 2

mav be deseritbed as a musica chi as azalns :
It be d hed 1« chig sainst the

squeaky ““ peet > of the Meadow-Pipit.

ANTHUS SPINOLETTA sPINOLETTA (L),

The typreal race of the Water-Pipit was found plentiful
among the vegetation growing in the wetter places of the
AMesolonghi marshes near Platea, mostly in scattered parties
of from six to twenty in number.

ANTIHUS SPINOLETTA COUTELLEI Savl.

ANTHUS SPINOLETTA BLAKISTONT Swinhoe.

These two races of the Water-Pipit were both found at
Port Said in the autumn on migration. A. s. coutellei
certainly stops to winter in moderate nwwmbers, specimens
bhaving been shot on December 23rd and 30th, but the
difference between the two races, in spite of the warmer
coloration of . s. hlakistoni being olten noticcable in the
field, is not sutficient to permit of definite statements being
made without obtaining specimens,  Water-Pipits were lirst
scen on 21st October, after which date some were usually
found 1 the moister spots at the edge of Lake Menzaleh,
though until the first week in December, when the winter
visitors scemed  to have come to remaiu, the numbers
fluctuated considerably.

It was obscrved that these Water-Pipits had the habit of
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perching on bushes, noticeably en the tops of the tamarisks,
whose bases stood in shallow water, that in appearance they
were very like Rock-Pipits, and that their note was a hittle
louder and deeper than that of the Meadow-Pipit.

[Two specimens of A. s. blukistoni were obtained (Port
Said, October 21st and November 10th), and these are
interesting as being from further west than this race has
peen previously recorded.  Specimens of A. s. coulellei were
obtained from October 25th to December 20th.—H. I 117.]

Moracinna rrava FLava L.

The Blue-headed Wagtail was observed from cast to west
of the Mediterrancan as a migraut, in Spain also as a
breeding-species, and probably in Sicily, where a Yellow
Wagtail seen on Gth June was judged to be of this species.

Isgypt —'The passage commenced at the end of August.
On Sth September the species was plentiful, a tair proportion
being adult males with fine blue heads. The numbers con-
tinued to imercase, untii at the end of September the maximum
mtensity of the passage was reached, the birds being often
in Jarge parties up to fifty strong, and in varied plumages
from the hright vellow hreast with elear blue head and light
eye-streak of the adult male, to the almost white Dbreast
and dull greyish mantle and head of the young bird of
the year.  With the advent of October the migration
seemed to be nearly coneluded, and no certain record of the
species later than 14th October was obtained.

Crete—Irst seen 3rd April, a male in full plumage.
On 27th April flocks were seen, and on 20th April, forty
miles west of Crete, numbers came on board ship, several
bedraggled with rain, and ali more or less exhausted.

Athens.—13th=23rd April, plentiful in parties on migra-
tion, feeding among sheep and sometimes in company with
M. f. melanocephala.

Lemnos—Observed in large parties on migration, 20th
August-6th September.

Malta.—Plentitul in April, and a few still passing as late
as 7th May. All on migration.
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MoracitLa rrLava pyeyea (Brehm).

This resident Egvptian vace of the Yellow Wagtail was met
with plentifully in December and January towards the Nile
Delta (not at Port Said), frequenting the rich swamys and
cotton-fields.

Remarkably brilliant in coloration, these birds were con-
spicuous objects, perehing on the tops of the plants, the bases
of whicl were generally growing in a few inches of water.

[The specimens, which are males, measure in the wing
77, 74, aud 74 mm.  They have white chins, and are heavily
washed with dark olive on the flanks. One has no eye-
stripe, another a small white stripe behind the cye, and
another a white fleck behind the eye.—H. F. JV]

MOTACILLA FLAVA MELANOCEPHALA Licht.

Egypt—1 have no certain note of the Black-headed
Wagtatl between August and January, but it is known to
winter (¢ Ibis,” July 1908).

Crete—Sprimg-migrant, no evidence of hreeding.  First
observed 19th March, male in full plumage, testes enlarging.
On 27th March jlocks were scen, and on Oth April the last,
a single male, was noted.

[Two males collected March 19 and 27.—H. F. II".]

Athens.—Several small parties, evidently ou migration,
were observed on 13th April.  They were sometimes in
company with M. Aura jlava, feeding among sheep.

MoTACILLA BOARULA BOARULA Ii.

Egypt—The Grey Wagtail was a sparing winter visitor,
and, unlike the other Wagtails, was unever scen in parties.
The first was observed on 15th October, from which date
onwards one or two might be found about pools ol fresh or
salt water.

Creie.— Winter visitor. Last one seen on 10th March.
On 26Gth February an example in moult, with the black
throat-patch half grown, was observed at close quarters.

Greece—Yound here and there in mid-winter.

Malta.—1"air numbers passed through on migration during
October and carly November.  Some individuals stopped to
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winter and moved north, apparently very carly, the follow-
g spring.

Nicily.—In summer plentiful on all the streams in the
Cava district.  Fresh cggs were found from 15th May

onwards.

Moracinra ALsa ALsa L.

The White Waetail was met with from cast to west of the
Mediterrancan as a plentiful winter visitor.

Fyypt—The fivst two, in full winter-plumage, were scen on
26th September. Numbers imercased quickly, and by mid.
October the species had beeome plentiful, perhaps in places
exceeding winter proportions, which scemed to be reached
about the first week of December. No examples were ever
seen in the summer-plumage, 7. e. with more than a black
crescent on the chest.

In some places it was found that the White Wagtails,
which during the day had been seattered over a large area,
were in the habit of seleeting ecrtain suatable spots i which
to roost at might in company. One such roosting-place
near Damanhour was a two-acre patch of sugar-canes
divided iuto halves by the maim road, along which a stream
of traflic passed all day long.and well into the evening. At
this seasen (December) the ciwnes were nine or ten feet high
with a luxuriant outgrowth of broad green leaves, and
formed a dense jungle.  As the sun dipped below the horizon,
the air became alive with White Wagtails whisking into the
canes from all points of the compass, settling at once on
the leaves and staving there, not Iifting and {iying about as
Starlings do. There must have Leen thowsands of White
Wastails roo-ting in that puteh. o other species seemed
to be present. A similar phenomenon, but on a smaller
scale, was also observed in January at Port Said.

Crete—Pirst obscrved 18th February, two bivds monlting
into summer-plumage.  On 26th February birds in all
stages of plumage from full winter to full summer were
noticed.  These were all judged to be winter visitors.
On 27th March all scen were in full summer-plunage, and
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all appeared to have departed by mid-April.  Migrants from
further south did not seem to stop in Crete.

Malta—As carly as 9th March a migratory movement took
place, all the birds being in, or nearly in, summer-plumage.
Whether these birds were winter visitors or migrants from
further south (it being observed that the migration vid
Malta apparently starts a fortnight or so carlier than that
vid Crete) was not clear.  Last record 10th March.

.\ female (Crete, Mareh 1st) is moulting ou the head,
neeck, breast, secondaries, and tail, while another of the same
date has completed its moult.—H. F. IV.]

CERTHIA BRACHYDACTYLA ULTRAMONTANA Hart.

Very plentiful at Corfu in mid-winter, frequenting the
olive-groves. It is presumably resident there.

Observed at Platea in December and in family-parties in
July, frequenting the oak trees chiefly.

[Only one specimen was preserved, and that from Corfu.
Through the kinduess of Herr Reiser, I have examined two
others from Corfu and eight from Grecee, and I can detect
no difference in themn, and think that they should all be
referred to this race.—H. F. JV.]

SITrA NEUMAYER NEUMAYER Michah.

The Rock-Nuthateh, a species the individuals of which
are apparently everywhere quite sedentary, was found locally
plentiful in Grecee (Platea and Athens), Smyrna, the island
of Mityvlene, and Albania. It was not met with in Crete,
where much suitable ground near the coast exists, but may
perhaps he found among the unexplored mountains inland.
Neither was it met with at Lemnos, where the formation
and vegetation seemed identical with that of Mitylene, only
forty miles away.

Both in winter and in the breeding-season the Rock-Nut-
hatch is a very noisy bird, and 1ts rattling trills and varied
cries may frequently be heard half a mile away.  Among
the ITymettos Ilills, ncar Athens, numbers were breeding in
April. - On the 13th a nest with the fewale sitting on ecight
half-incubated eggs was found. This nest was situated in a
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much overhung clifi-face, in which the birds had selected a
slight indentation and over it worked a roughly hemi-
spherical crust of hard mud with an entrance hole in its
centre. This, the nest-container, in outward appearance
rescrubled the upper part of a < Cantaro” (Spauish porous
water-pot) that had heen broken off and placed agaiust the
face of the rock with the narrow mouth to the front.

The nest proper, inside the crust, was a snug and ample
aftfair of grey hare’s fur with a neat countersunk cup for the
eggs, like that of a Great Tit.  The whole was a most
elaborate structure, and must have taken a long time to
complete.

The eges differed much from those of S ewropea n being
larger, more glossy, rounder, and with lTarge bold blotehes
and practically no spots or freckle-marks.

Three days later a pair was watehed building a nest in a
similar overhung place, but the bids scemed idle and not to
do much. It was only the beginning of a nest, and in the
lower part there was already some =oft material, although
the erust was not a quarter completed.

The stomachs of the birds collected were noted as con-
taining spiders, beetles, grasshoppers, ants, and small black
flies.

Parus masor.

The Great Tit was met with as a resident in Crete, Corfu,
Sieily, Sardinia, Thaso, and Gibraltar.  Neither at Athens
nor Platea was the Great it scen. The Sombre Tit
(P. lugubris) was noted there as the representative “Tom-
Tit,” whereas at Crete the Sombre Tit was not observed.

There arve no "'its in Malta,

[The specimens from Crete are, T think, referable to the
form Parus major aphrodile Mad., but they are perhaps
shightly smaller. T agree with Dr. Tlartert in censidering
the Cypriote and Greeian Great Tits to be the same.

A single specimen from Corfu scems to be of the typical
form (P.m. major) ; a single specimen from Sardinia is,
I think, of the Corsican form (2. m. corsus), as it has a
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large Dbill, a short wing, and is dull in coloration ; the
white on the outer tail-feathers iz, however, as extended as
in typical specimens, but this in my experience is not at any
time a constant character.—H. F. IV.]

PARUS ceRULEUs oGLiasTRE Hart.

This Blue Tit was found an abundant resident in Crete.

[Only a single specimen was collected, and this scems
to agree best with the form from Sardinia and Corsica.—
H. F. V]

/BGITHALUS cAUDATUS MACEDONICUS (Dress.).

This race of Long-tailed Tit was found to be plentiful at
Platea, and two (both juvenile) were shot from a family-
party on 14th July.

At Marmarice, a small family-party of Long-tailed Tits
met with in the pine-woods on 25th July was probably also
of the same race.

[The two specimens are in juvenile plumage; the bellies
arce dark and the backs rust-coloured, otherwise they are
much like /7. ¢. rosews in the same plumage.  An interesting
poiut is observable in the dark streak over the eye, which in
these specimens 1s black and extends to the base of the bill,
but it so happens that the birds have moulted in this part,
and these feathers are those of the first winter-plumage.
In A7. c. roseus this streak extends to the bill in the
juvenile plumage, but it is brown, while in the adult it is
black, but does not reach the bill.  The ring round the eye
is noted as orange-red ; Herr Reiser describes it as sulphur
in the adult.—H. F. 1V.]

Lantus aiNor Gm.

The Lesser Grey Shrike was met with as a plentifui
autumn migrant in Egypt and the Greeian Archipelago.

Egypt.—The passage was well under way on 25th August,
and although subsequently, on some days, the species was
quite abundant, the numbers never reaclied anything like
those of the Red-backed Shrike, and the passage was con-
cluded much carlicr.  After mid-September the Lesser Grey

Shrike had ceased to be plentiful, and the last record for
SER. IX,—VOL. VL. L
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Port Said is of a solitury example on 26th September. Th»
following Decewnber. near Isadlia, a Grey Shrike was
ob~crved whicl looled Nike Lowdnor, but 1t was not obtained.
None were scen elsewhere.

Suyroa awd Milylene.—Plentiful on migration hetween
7th and 13th Avznst. No records for Crete and Athens
spring.

[LANIUS SENATOR,

The only place eastward of Malta where the Woodchat
was observed was at Athens, and there the species com-
menced 1o arrive ino~ome munbers on 2nd April At Crete
the species was uot observed, hut was probably overlooked
during the week spent there at the end of April, as it is
known to breed there.

Malta.—The Woodchat was an abundant summer visitor.
First arrival noted Isth Apeil) plentfnl on 27th April.
Many nests were found, the first cgas heing Taid during the
sccond week of May.

Sicily. Sarda, and Spain.—The Woodcehat was a plentiful
summer visitor, and hreeding.

[ No specimens were obtained.-—H. . W]

Laxtus nusrcus Licht,

Only a few met with in autumn at Thaso, 18th August,
where a young female was obtained, and at Smyrna on
7th August; some, all immature, were almost certainly
observed, but none secured.

Not observed in Lgypt from August to January, or in
“rete in February, March, and April,

Liaxtus coLLurio L.

The Red-backed Shrike was met with in the Grecian
Archipelozo, Asia Muorcand Egvpts as an antumn migrant
only.

LEyypt—The passage of this and L. minor was very
conspicuous, owing to the birds’ size and to the fact that
when looking out for food they take up a position of
vantage on top of a post or hush,

On 2ot August the species was already abundant; quite
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half being males in full plumage. By the Ist Septembor
dull-plumaged birds had become predominant, and the last
male in full plumage was seen on 30th September—cvidently
a solitary speeimen, as none had been noticed for a fort-
nizht previously.  The numbers slowly deereased from mid-
September to the last week ¢f October, when the passage had
practically ceased, for only two single birds were obscrved
later (8th and 13th November).

In the carly evenings a few were scen arriving, coming
from high in a slanting-down direction.

Suyarnay, Mitylene, and  Lemnos—7th August-Gth Sep-
tember. Plentiful on migration.

Muscicara sTRIATA STRIATA.  (Muscicapa grisola, anct.)

The Spotted Flyveatcher was met with breeding near
Algeciras, but everywhere elsc as a migrant only.

Egypt.—Nery abundant migiant from the last week of
August to about 7th October, the numbers tluctuating datly.
The passage then deeveased gradually until the end of
October, when it might be =ald to have ceased, the ouly
later record being of a solitary bird on Sth November.  No
examples in juvenile plumage were observed.

Athens and Crcte~~Not observed 3rd February=28th April.

Thaso and Lemnos.—17th August=7ih September, some
migrating. Plentiful on latter date.

Jultu—DPassage started duriig the last week of April.
On 5th May the birds were abundant,

Sicily.—On one occasion two, perhaps three individuals,
were seen ina certaln spot so late in the year as 28th May,
but as these could not be found again two days afterwards,
they were thought to be late migrants.

AMoescreary nyrorrvea nyeorevea (Pall).  (Muscicapa
atricapilla, auct.)

The Pied Flyeateher was met with as a migrant in mode-
rate numbers from Crete to the westward.

Crete wd _Athens.—Single males scen 22nd and 25th
April vespectively, the latter in very brown plumage @ testes
small.
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At sea 40" west of Crete.—29th April, several individuals
of both sexes on migration came on hoard. It is of interest
to note that the stomach of one of these birds contained some
insect food which could not have been obtained on board
ship; the stomach of the other was empty.

Malta.—18th April, some scen (and perhaps one on
12th April).  25th April, both sexes plentiful on migration.

MusciCAPA HYPOLEUCA SEMITORQUATA Hom.,

Egypt.—\ single juvenile only, obtained on 11th Sep-
tember.

[This is a young bird in brown plumage, sexed as a male,
The white spot on the primaries shews to the extent of
3 mm., and the tail-feathers have more white than in 3. /4.
hypolewcu, the two outer pairs having white outer webs and
a yellowish-white line halfway up the centre of the [eather;
the next pair 1s the smme, bhut the white on the outer web
does not extend quite to the tip; the next pair has part
of the outer web vellowish white.  Dr. Hartert agrees with
me in considering it a specimen of this form.—/Z#7. £.71"]

Muscrcara coruaris Becelist.

Observed as a migrant, but only on very few oceasions.

Mdalta—A single male 1o full phunage was seen 22nd
April, and a sinnlar bird was obtained on 27th April at the
same spot.  This might have been the same bird, but as five
days had clapsed, and the species 1s only a migrant, it scems
unlikely.

Sardinia.—About 1st May, 1907, an adult male was
observed.

Muscrcara parva Bechst.

At midday oun 10th October, 1906, when the ship was
25" north of Alexandria, a Red-breasted Flyeateher, either
a young onc or a female, settled in the rigging, and after
half an hour’s rest, flew landwards.  The bird was tred and
could be approached within a few feet. This species owes
its introduction into the list of the birds of Lgypt to
Mr. Nicoll’s observation of a single female at Cairo, 11th
November, 1906.
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Paviroscorus coLrysita conLysita (Vieill.).

The Chiftehaff was met with all over the Mediterranean
in fair numbers as a winter visitor only.

Lgypt.—No Chiftchafts scemed to have arrived by the
end of Scptember, and it was not until October was well
advanced and Willow-Wrens had, at last, begun to decrease,
that the passage of the former began to be pronounced.
On 25th October a note was made that of the Phylloscopi
present about two-thirds were Chiffchafts and one-third
Willow-Wrens, and on 28th October that all obscrved were,
so far as could be seen, Chiffchaffs. The passage proceeded
steadily through November, the numbers never approaching
those of the Willow-Wuren, and the species did not appear
to have scttled down to winfer proportions until mid-
December.  Even so late as 20th December, at 10 aar., when
we were carrylng out target-practice fiftecen miles off Rosetta,
a Chiffchaft, apparently a belated migrant, came on board.
Early on J4th December several Chiftchaffs were singing
¢ chiff-chaft,” the only oceasion on which the song was ever
heard. Curiously enough, the morning was not sunny.

Crete.—Last example noted 29th March.

Greece, Sicily, Italy, Sardinia, Gibraltar.—This species
oceurred in winter in fair numbers. Maelta.—The same may
Le said in this case, the last having been noted on 17th March.

In its winter-haunts the Chiffehaff is shy and unobtrusive,
quietly playing about the foliage, and now and then uttering
its low call-note “ swee-cct.”

[All the Chiffehaffs obtained belong to the typical form.
They are as follows :—Port Said, Dec. 23; Crete, I'eb. 10;
Greece, Dee. 3, 7, and 17 ; Malte, Nov, 19.—H, F. IV.]

Pryrroscorus TrRocHILUS TROCHILUS (L.).

The Willow-Wren was met with from cast to west of the
Mediterranean as a migrant only, but nowhere in winter.

LEgypt.—The number that passed through Port Said on
migration was astonishing. On 23rd August the passage
was in full progress, and the trces and bushes were full of
Willow.Wrens.  This continued almost without fluctuation
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up to the last weck of October, when, having, so to speak,
been gradually relieved by the Chiffehalf, the passage of the
Willow-Wren eame almost to an end, the last record being
18th November, when a single bird was noticed among the
Chiflehaffs, and shot for identification.  Some, but not many,
were in unmonlted grevish plumage.  Like all the other
Warblers, the Willow-Wrens would sit about in the trees
and bushes sleepily during the day, become lively and feed
towards cvening, then gradually filter away to the south
about sunset.

Crete and Athens—XNot observed between 3rd February
and 28th April.

Mityicne and  Lemnos. — 13th August=Gth September,
numbers on migration.

Cyprus.—11th October, a small party on migration.

Malta. —Tirst observed Svd April (male obtained).  Others
seen later, but never plentiful.

[One obtained on October 20th at Port Said is in worn
summer-plumage and has not yet moulted. Al the speei-
mens obtained were of the typical form.—H. F. JI'.]

PryLLoscorus BoNELLI BONELLL (Vieill.).

Bonelli’s Warbler was met with on migration in Egypt
and was breeding near Algeciras.

In Eyypt the passage was an early one, and was concluded
by mid-September.  Numbers were seen at the end of
Aungust, and were conspicuous when resting in the trees by
reason of theiv grey appearance among the quantities of
Willow-Wrens 1 their newly acquived primrose-yellow
dress.

Alyeciras.—Plentiful and breeding.  On 28rd June an
adult male and female were obtained.  The male was singing.
The female had one ege still in the ovary, apparently the
last one to be laid.

[No specimens were obtained in Bgypt.—H. F.11".]

PHYLLOSCOPUS SIBILATRIX ERLANGERI Hart.
This race of the Wood-Wren is represented in the collec-
tion by one specimen obtained on board ship at sea, 10 miles
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to the westward off Crete on the 29th April. The stomach
was empty. Two Wood-Warblers, evidently on migration,
scen at Crete and Athens a few days previously, were
possibly of the same race.

[Although I can find no trace of a sheath on any of the
feathers, the plumage of the bird is so perfect that it would
scem to have just undergone a complete moult.—H. . 1}"]

Cerria cETTI CETTI {Marm.).

Eqgypt, Malta—Cetti’s Warbler was not met with.

Crete.—Plentiful resident, frequenting the watered gullies
at low elevations near the seca-coast. A specimen shot on
28th April was just about to lay eggs.

Platea—Plentiful resident winter and summer.

Sicily—Plentiful in the Cavas and Lentini marshes,
always near water. 26th May, young flew from a nest;
28th May, four fresh eggs; 2nd June, three fresh eggs.

There scem to be three distinet sounds which Cetti’s
Warbler malkes :

(1) The stridulous cry, emitted both in winter and in the
breeding-time. most frequently in the latter. This cry does
not necessarily 1mply that the bird has been disturbed,
though it is often uttered on the approach of an intruder.
It may be syllabled wheech-a-wheech-a-wheech-a-wheech,
and was constantly heard throughout February as well as in
the breeding-season.

(2) The sony, uttered ouly in the breeding-season, like a
Nightingale’s song cut short.

(3) The alarm note, uttered at «ll seasons when alarmed.
A succession of single “ tehuk’s”” very like the alarm-note
of Savi’s Warbler in the breeding-season.

Although as a rule very shy and skulking, but withal
inquisitive and excitable, when agitated over its nest or
yvoung, Cetti’s Warbler becomes, like Savi’s Warbler, quite
fearless, and will approach within a few feet of the intruder.

No migratory movement was ever detected, which, con-
sidering the feeble flight and rounded wings of the bird, is
not surprising.

{Four speeimens from Crete are typical,  The stomachs
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arc noted as containing snails, inscets, and a few grass-

seeds.—H. F.TF.]

LusciNtoLA MELANOPOGON MELANOPOGON (Temm.).

The Moustached Warbler was met with in Sicily in winter
and summer, being evidently resident. It was net observed
in Egypt, but this was no doubt, as the late Captain Shelley
has pointed out, due to the fact that it is very local. In
Sicily, at the Pantana di Lentini on 6th and 8th Junc these
birds were abundant and breeding.  Many full-fledged young
were about, while old birds were 1in full song. Fourteen
nests were found, from three of which young had flown.
Six contained respectively four, three, three, three, three,
three eggs, all fresh, and the remainder were vearly ready
for eggs. These observations made 1t evident that second
broods were being reared.

Besides the greater contrast of dark and light colour, the
prenounced cye-streak and slimmer appearance, and the
habit of raising the tail up to the vertical served to distin-
ewish this species from the Sedge-Warbler, in addition to
which the song, uttered from the tops of the water-plants,
scemed sweeter, more refined, and frequently opened with a
succession of abont four musieal, high-pitched notes, after
the manner of the Nightingale.  The alarm-note was a
jarring rattle.  The nests were all over water from one to
two feet above it, some in the forks of swall “salix”
saplings, surrounded by sword-grass growing in about six
inches of water, others in the broken-down bases of reed-
clumps at the edges of clearings in the swamp, in water
from three to four feet deep, but not apparently in the dense
reed-heds.

Some nests were built mainly of rotting vegetation, picked
up from the refuse floating on the water, and this having been
put on wet had becowe stiff in drying, and made a wiry
framework ; others were of dry soft material with tamarisk
“fluff” ornamentation externally ; some were hardly lined
at all ; one was beautifully lined with a profusion of large
soft feathers of the Water-Rail and Little Bittern, placed
loosely around the iuterior, as in a Swallow’s nest.
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The eggs were all a little larger, a little more green in
colour, and a trifle more spotted, than the average Sedge-
Warbler’s eggs.

In the following January one or two Moustached Warblers
were observed when we were shooting from canoes on the
Pantana di Lentini.  They were extremely shy, and were
creeping about the dense vegetation far out in the swamp.

ACROCEPHALUS ARUNDINACEUS ARUNDINACEUS (L.).

Lyypt—The Great Reed-Warbler was probably over-
looked, as the first specimen was not seen until 31st October.
None were observed after 25th November, and the species
was thought to be a migrant only, not remaining to winter.

Platea.—Observed i the Missolonghi marshes in mid-
July.

Sicily.—Plentiful and breeding in June, both at the
Pantana and on the Liago di Lentini.

In the stomachs of specimens obtained at Port Said were
large spiders and beetles.

ACROCEPHALUS STENTOREUS STENTOREUS (H. & E.).

The Clamorous Reed-Warbler, met with in Egypt only,
was not observed until 30th September, but as the species
is resident it must have been overlooked, very likely during
the moult, for until the end of October the birds were quite
silent, and afterwards often obtrusively noisy, uttering a
series of single lond sharp chacks at one or two seconds’
interval.

In appearance the bill is so long and slender that the
Clamorous Reed-Warbler can at once be recognised from the
Great Reed-Warbler.

[Many of the specimens obtained in September and
November are in full moult. The stomachs are noted as
coutaining mantides, caterpillars, and spiders.—H. F. T7.]

AcrocernaLus STREPERUS (Vieill.).

AcrocEpuALUS PALUsTRIS (Bechst.).

The Marsh- and Reed-Warblers are so impossible to dis-

tinguish in the ficld except during the breeding-season, that
without obtaining specimens very little definite information
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concerning the two species could be acquired. The Reed.
Warbler was breeding abundantly in Sicily (fresh eggs from
30th May onwards) and migrated in fair numbers through
Egypt, a few stopping to winter; the Marsh-Warbler also
migrated through Egypt, two specimens having been obtained
at Port Said on Gth September and 27th October.

AcroceriaLus scueNosENUs (L.).

Igypt —The Sedge-Warbler was an abundant migraut.
The passage commenced i the Tast week ot August, and iu-
creased steadily from week to week until its masimum was
reached at the end of September, when Sedge-Warblers
might he flushed from almost every other bush.  The passage
then deereased, and by November had become merely the
chance arrival of a stray bird now and again, a state of
things that lasted wntil 9th December, atter which the
species was not seen. On the 17th September, at 5 p.or.,
a voung male Sedge-Warbler with a large caked lump of
mud on its leg, possibly the cause of its exhaustion, eame on
board the ship at sca between Damietta and Port Said, and
was captured.  The late date of the close of the wigration
suggests that some individuals winter in Egypt.

Crete-—2Migrant only.  IFirst scen 27th Mareh, when the
birds were plentiful.

Lemios.— Abundant on migration, 22nd August.

Mualta.—>ligrant ouly.  Stll a few on passage, 5th and

Gth May.

Hyrorats rorycrorra (Vieill.).

The Melodious Warbler was met with breeding plentifully
near Algeciras between 23rd June and 5th July. Iresh eggs
and young lately out of the nest were found.  Although 1t
likes to breed near water, this is by no means a necessity.

Hyrorais paLLipA ParLiDs (H. & L.).

At Port Said the first Pallid Warbler was seen on 20th
September, after which one or two occurred now and again
until 20th October, which is the last record. All were in
moult, the last specimen having only one tail-feather. These
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birds were evidently migrants, as Port Said has no suitable
breeding-place for them.

At Platea in mid-July family-partics were about, and
specimens were obtained.

Note.—In Malta, Sicily, and Sardinia at no scason was
any species of //ypolais observed.

SYLVIA HORTENSIS cRasstrosTris Cretzschm. (S, jerdoni
auct.)

A male Eastern Orphean Warbler singing amoung ilex
trees, and very likely about to breed (testes large), was shot
near Athens on the 22nd April.

No Orphean Warbler was observed in Crete in spring or in
Egypt in autumn. At Lemnos an Orphean Warbler (Y race)
on migration was seen on 23rd August.

SyLvia arricarinva (L),

Eyypt—Scarce migrant.  Several secn on 7th October,
last noted 20th October (a single male with black head).

Crete and Athens.—XNot observed between 3rd IFebruary
and 28th April.

Platea.—A few in winter. A male shot 10th December.

Corfu—A few seen in mid-winter.

Malta and Sardivia.—Not observed 1 winter or even on
migration.

Sicily.—Dreeding abundantly in the “Cavas.”  TFour
nests of nearly fresh eggs, 25th May to 8rd June.

Gibraltar.—Plentiful on the Rock in winter.  Very abun-
dant in flocks i the cork-wood on 9th March, when the
males aud females all, or nearly all, scemed to be 1n separate
flocks, according to sex. (This was also observed in Jerez
province up to last week of March in 1910.)

SYLVIA coMMUNIS comMuNis Lath.

For the most part the Whitethroat was only met with asa
plentiful migrant from ecast to west of the Mediterrancan,
but its presence in Sicily on 22nd May, and at Platea in
mid-July, scemed to indicate breeding at those places. On
migration the Whitethroat is very skulking.
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Egypt.—Many pass through. Dates much as for the
Lesser Whitethroat, but the bird was not quite so plentiful
or so tame as that species.

Crete and Athens—First arrivals 20th March.  Abundant
by 7th April, after which the species decreased, though still
passing 28th April.

Thaso.—\ery abundant on migration, 17th August.

Lemnus.—Plentiful on migration, 20th Angust-Gth Sep-
tember.

Malta.—Plentiful on migration.

Syrvia curruca currvea (L),

The Lesser Whitethroat was met with as a migrant only.

Egypt—Already migrating abundantly on 23rd August,
1t continned to do so till 20th October, after which none
were observed.  Numbers {luctuated more, day by day, in
October, than in the earlier part of the passage. These
birds were very tame, and even fatter than most others.

Crete—Only a few seen, first on 29th Mareh, last observed
on 25th April.

Cyprus.—.\ small party on migration seen 11th October.

Malta—The only record was an adult female obtained on
Hth August, with minute ovaries.  This was thought to be a
stray or lost bird. perhaps disabled during the previous spring
migration. as no other migrants were passing so carly.

The stomach contained sceds, and the whole intestine was
choked with half-digested hard seeds.

SyLvia RUEPPELLI Temm.

xcept for two migrating adult males (one obtained) seen
at Port Said on 10th Sceptember, Rueppell’s Warbler was
only met with at Crete and Athens during the spring. Tt
was not found at Platea at the end of July, but may have
been overlooked., At Crete it was an abundant summer
visitor. The first to arrive were the males, starting on the
21th March and increasing daily until the first females came
ten days later, when the birds at once paired. The males
sang direetly they arrived (before the females came) and also
scemed to separate cach into its own selected breeding-site
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Nest-building started about 25th April.  The ship left on
28th April, too early for eggs. In all its habits and n
general appearance Rueppell’s Warbler at once reminded
me of a large, comparatively short and stiff-tailed Sardinian
Warbler. The song is like that of the Sardinian Warbler
but fuller and more musical ; 1t is less wheezy, and, as in that
species and many of the other Sylviine, is frequently uttered
on the wing in conjunction with the butterfly-like movement
of the wings during the nuptial season.  The alarm-note is
also similar to the continuous ¢ clock-winding rattle ” of the
Sardinian Warbler, but is counsiderably harsher and louder,
more chirpy and less wheezy, reminding one of two
rather large pebbles being knocked together rapidly, and is
occasionally terminated by a musical “ pit-pit.”

The birds frequented the serub on the dry ground, and did
not seem partial to the moist places with which the serubon
the hillside was interspersed.

SYLVIA MELANOCEPHALA MELANOCEPHALA (Gm.).

From Egyptian records it appears that there 1s undoubtedly
some migratory movement among the individuals of this
species, but unqguestienably the majority are resident, and
observations in Crete, Greece, Malta, Sardinia, and Spain,
where the species is quite plentifal, did not indicate percep-
tible alteration of numbers by migration. In structure the
bird is ill-adapted for long flights.

The stomach of one bird (Malta, January 13th) contained
grass-seeds and green “ weed.”

Egypt.—Winter visitor only. TFirst observed 3rd No-
vember, though subsequently single birds were scen now
and again. A male Sardinian Warbler was met with at
sea ten miles north of Port Said on 21st November.

Crete.—Resident, breeds. TIirst nest commenced 7th
March, first egg 20th March,

Sicily.—Curiously not one individual was seen in the
Cavas between 20th April and 6th May, although secemingly
in every respect a suitable locality. Possibly the abundance
of Subalpine and Blackeap Warblers there may afford an
.explanation.
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Tu the breeding-time hoth the Sardinian and Speetacled
Warblers are much addicted to the singing, butterfly-like
flicht indulged in by most of the Sylviine.  All obscrvations
appeared to shew that neither of these speciess rear more
than one brood in the season.

SYLviA CANTILLANS.  (S. subalpina auct.)

Subalpine Warblers to the west of Greece would probably
be of the typical race. None were obtained, however.

Iu Sicily in summer Subalpine Warblers were extremely
abundant in the “ Cavas” (deep-set gorges between lime-
stoue clifls, in which a luxuriant growth is maintained by
perennial streams and moisture).  On 23rd May nests
mostly had young from about six days old to when just
ready to fly, but in spite of this twelve nests with fresh eggs
were found, evidently second layings to replace unsuceessful
first attempts.

From an examination of about fifteen clutehes of eggs
from each district, it seems that in Sicily the type of cgg
differs remarkably from that of the Guadiana River (Spain)
district : those from Sicily are all plain looking. dull
grcenish white, freekled and spotted without much variety
with sepia and wmber streaks, like miniature Rufous
Warbler's eggs: while those from the Guadiana, with the
exeeption of one set (which are very boldly blotched with
olive-brown). ave pinkish white with bold brick-red, or brick-
red and purple. blotehes and spots, and are very handsome.

Out of about forty-five nests examined with eggs and
voung, only one has been found with five cggs in it, in
cighty per cent. of cases there have been four,

Iu the cork woods near Gibraltar a male in full plamage
was observed at close quarters as carly as Febroary 11th, and
several males with one female were seen on migration at the
Coto Dofiana on 12th Mareh (1910).

SYLVIA CANTILLANS ALBISTRIATA { Brehm).

Subalpine Warblers of this race were found and obtained
in Crete, where the first arrival (a single male) wasnoted on
25th March and a pair on 11th April (male with large testes):
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also at Athens from 13th to 23rd April, where some of the
males were singing and making nuptial flights.

Probably it is a breeding-species at both places, but the
occurrence of a single male (presumably of this race) on
board ship 40" west of Crete on 29th April shewed that the
migration was still going on at that date. None were met
with in Egypt in the autumn,

SYLVIA CONSPICILLATA CONSPICILLATA Temm.

The Spectacled Warbler was not observed to the castward
of Malta and Sicily.  Where found the species 1s quite
sedentary and very local.

Malta.—Breeding plentifully.  Earliest nest with four fresh
eges 23rd March ; latest nest with five fresh eggs 28th April,
One nest, found nearly built on 23rd March, was unaltered
and rain-sodden on Ist Apwil, but contained the unusnal
number of six egas (a week incubated) on 25th April, thirty-
three days after it was first found.

Sicily.—30th May, a fully fledged brood seen.

SyLvia unpata unpara (Bodd.).

The Dartford Warbler was not met with to the eastward
of Sardinia, where, as in Spain, it was found resident aund
specimens were obtained breeding.

SyLvia sarna Temm.

Marmora’s Warbler was found in Sardinia (only) both in
May and December, evidently resident.  In May none were
met with until the short serub-clothed undulations among
the foot-hills, a mile or two from the coast, were reached,
whereas in winter one bird was seen in a thick lentiscus hush
close to the seashore.  Perhaps, as in the case of the Dart-
ford Warbler, there is a seasonal movement. In habits
Marmora’s Warbler resembles the Dartford Warbler,skulking
and unobtrusive, except in the breeding-season, when, in
spite of its small size and dark plumage, the habit of repeat-
ing its alarm-note (a single sharp sparrow-like “twip”
uttered by both sexes) from the top of a bush, on the approach
of the mtruder, is apt to render the bird rather conspicuous,
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In Sardinia in May, where both this and the Dartford
Warbler were breeding alongside one another, a quarrel
between a male Dartford and a female Marmora shewed how
readily recognisable the latter is, if only seen in silhouctte,
by its much shorter and stiffer tail.

On 3rd and 5th May a number of Marmora’s Warblers
were secn, some paired, one carvying a eaterpillar (presumably
to young):; aud a nest with threeslightly incubated eggs was
found, from which the female was flushed and shot, attention
having been first drawn to the locality by the exeited alarm-
note of the male. This nest was like that of a Sardinian
Warbler, but with a deeper and rather smaller cup; it was a
fairly compact structure of dry grasses, bent picces of dry
thistle, aud plant “fluff];” lined with finer pieces of the last-
named material, the cup neat, the rim aud outside rather
strageling, It was placed, about fifteen inches from the
ground, in a purple-flowering wild vinegar (¢ Canqueso,”
Spanish) entwined with a dead cistus plant, and was visible
to anyonc walking about without moving any part of the
bush. The nature of the vegetation was loose, not dense,
cistus—Spanish gorsc and aromatic plants such as are found
all over the Mediterrancan, from two to three feet high only.

The eggs were of the same type as those of the average
Sardinian Warbler’s; but a little smaller and more ruddy
umber-coloured than those of that species.

Prinia 6racivis peLre Rehw.

Met with in Egypt only, where it is an abundant resident,
nesting in the tamarisks and reeds in the marshes. Iiggs
are laid at least as ecarly as April, and on 25th Auvgust a nest
with three shightly incubated eggs was found. There did not
appear to be the least scasonal movement. The late breed-
ing doubtless accounts for the irregularity of the moult
of this species, an adult female, obtained on December 23rd,
having three of the tail-feathers old, and the remainder just
sprouting. Another, shot on November -Lth, has hoth the
tail and wings moulting; while other moulting individuals
were observed in that month and at the end of September.
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Cisricora crsrrcona * (Temm.).

The typical form ef the Fantail Warbler was obtained in
winter in Eeovpt and Greeee, and was found breeding in
Sicily and Spain in swmmer, but was not scen in Crete.
No evidence of auy migratory movement was ohserved,

Turpus prrarss L.

The Ticldfare was only met with on two occasions, the
18th and 27th November, at Port Said, four birds altogether
heing seen, and those evidently on migration southwards.
The stomach of one shot was practically empty, coutaining
only a little sand aund a few pieces of shell.

Turbus PHILOMELUS PHILOMELUs Brehm. (7. musicus
auet.)

The Nong-Thrush was met with all over the Mediterrancan
i winter only. It seems probable that, just as in the
British Islands m winter, severe weather on the Continent
causes a migratory movement among the Thrushes, Larks,
ete., so there oceur across the Mediterrancan, even in mid-
winter, migratory movements of a number of species, which
get frozen out during specially cold spells in the south-east
of Europe and Asia Minor. As an example, on the
8th January at daybreak when the ship was in Aboukir Bay,
five miles from the low-lying coast, a single Song-Thrush
came from the northward, and flew several times round the
ship, then mounted higher and higher till lost to sight—
probably continuing its journcy landwards. The local
weather had been fine and settled for days past. Lvery-
where in the Mediterranean the Song-Thrushes were very
wild, hiding in the thickest cover on the least alarm—never
singing—and when flushed escaping hurriedly to the nearest
cover with a stifled ““ tehik.”

Egypt.—A fairly plentiful winter visitor. First seen 8 a.ar.
30th October, a single tired bird.  Winter numbers reached
at the end of November.

Crete.—Plentiful winter visitor. Last noted 11th Mareh,

# For the reason for the omission of the third name in this case see
under Coccothraustes, p. 124.

SER, IN.—VOL. VI. M
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Malta.—A plentiful winter visitor. Nearly all gone 30th
March, after apparent increase by migrants from the south
carlicr in the month. A dead Thrush picked up in May
on Iilfola, a small rocky islet three miles to the southward
of Malta, also lends support to this theory of increase by
migrants from Africa.

Sardinia.—An abundant winter visitor.

An evidently belated straggler was scen as late as 3rd May,
but the majority of winter visitors and migrants had probably
gone a month earlier.

Turpus MERULA sYRIACUS (H. & 1)),

The one specimen obtained was from near Damictta, on
the 22nd of November, but it seems probable that the Black-
birds noted as scaree winter visitors at Port Said and necar
Damanhour (infra) belonged to the same race.

Turpus MERULA (? subsp.).

Lyypt.—Scarce winter visitor.  First scen 8th November,
Port Said. A few occurred in December in the cotton-fields
near Damauhour.

Crete.—Apparently resident. A nest with four very small
bright-coloured fresh eges from which the hen bird flew, was
found on 11th April.

Plutea.—Apparently resident.  Secen in mid-December

and mid-July.

Malta.—A winter visitor only.  Still present Mareh 28th,
but probably left soon afterwards.

Sicily.—Yonng in nest, 25th May ; four cggs a week in-
cubated, 3rd June.

Sardinia.—Secen in mid-winter and also breeds,  Probably
resid ent.

Monricora saxarinis (L.).
All the Rock-Thrushes seen or obtained were certainly on

migration and gave no indication of breeding : hut the
higher mountains heine o1l

L { iterm the sea-coast weee not
wiited, and secing thar the speeion !

‘\\“< N MR A s TR N 3 N .,
Broeds in Girccee ana Lisia

ER B it seeins IEPTIRN
Senor, It seenns quie i

Kely that it ey be found 1o do so in
the Cretan mountains.
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Lgypt.—Only noted 28th August and 20th September.

Single birds on migration.
rete.—Ouly noted 28th April.  Single male on migration
Testes small.

Athens.—Seen 21st April.  Single male on migration.

Lemnos—T7th September.  Two dull-plumaged birds on
migration.

Malta.—16th April.  Female with small ovaries, on
migration.

Sardinia.—Seen 3rd May.  Single male, cvidently on
migration.

All three males seen in spring were single @ these birds have
the habit of frequently vibrating the tail from side to side,
just like the Redstart.

The stomachs of those collected contained beetles and in
one case grasshoppers as well.

Moxricora soLrtarius soLtrarivs (L.). (L eyanus anct.)

The Blue Rock-Thrush was met with all over the Mediter-
rancan wherever suitable rocky localities existed, often in
quite low sea-cliffs as well as inland.

No trace of auy migratory movement was ever obscrved.

In the breeding-scason the males have the habit of singing
with a butterfly-like flight that characterises most Warblers
of the genus Sylvia under similar influences.

In Malta, where the young are much in request as cage-
birds, the nests seem to be more than usually well concealed,
and are very difficult to find. One nest was in almost com-
plete darkuness on o ledge inside a cave with a small
entrance.

(EnantHE @Navtne* (L)),

The Common Wheatear was met with, on migration only,
from east to west of the Mediterranean. The species was
one of the first to start on the autumn migration, and was
constantly seen at seain August. Numbers were migrating
at Mitylene on 3rd August.

* Ior the reason for the omission of the third name in this case, ses
under Coccotlraustes, p. 124.

M2



161 Commander II. Lynes on «a

Eyypt.—The period of passage was rather prolonged,
but there was no evidence that any of the individuals
helonged to different geographical races.  Already plentiful
on 23ed August, the numbers steadily inereased until the
equinox, when the passage had attained its maximum leight.
This was sustained for a month, during which time the
Wheatear was one ol the most abundant species.  Directly
after the 21st October the passage subsided rapidly : from
25th October onwards helited birds of the year only were
scen, and the last of the speeies noted was on 27th October.

Crote.—LEixcepting one stray dull-plumaged bird looking
like a female, on 21st dMareh, the first Wheatears, all fresh-
plumaged males, arrived on 22nd March, the females
following regularly five days later.

Malta.—A dull-plumaged pioneer migrant was scen on
the Oth of March, but the regular passage commenced at the
equinox, deereasing after mid-April and closing with the
end of that month.

Sardinia —Quite a large seattered party, mostly of adult
males, was seen on 3rd May, but none were obtained.

[All the Commoun Wheatears obtained n Levpt, Crete,
Lemnos, and Malta are of the typical form.—H. F. /]

(ENANTHE mIspanica xantHOMELENA I, & K.

Savicola lispanica vanthonelena 1lempr. & Ehr. : Ilartert,
Vog. pal. Fauna, vol. i. p. 687.

The Black-cared and Black-throated Wheatears were only
met with to the castward of Malta aud Sicily, those to the
westward, 2. e.in Sardinia and Spain, being presumably of
the western form, althengh no speeimens of the latter were
obtained.

In Sicily there seemed to be no Wheatears breeding : at
Malta there certainly were none, neither could any certain
records of Black-carved or Black-throated Wheatcars, even on
migration, be obtained : while in the first week of May in
Sardinia the few seen were all dull-plumaged birds apparently
on migration, or at all events not breeding, although at this
date nests with egas are plentiful further westward.  Sucha
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natural gap in the continuity of the breeding-arcas of these
Wheatears appears to lend some strength to the separation
of the eastern and western forms.

Wherever met with 1 the breeding-time, both DBlack-
throated and Black-cared Wheatears have heen oceupying
the same ground, bul no cases of antagonism were observed.
Each pair seemed to keep to its own patch, and although it
is a difficult point to make surc of, owing to the similarity
of the femaies, nothing was apparent to suggest interbreeding
of the two species.

The stomachs of the birds collected contained beetles, flies,
larvee, small snails, one a large millipede, and another a large
vellow and black smooth caterpillar.

Lgypt.—Ixcept that the Black-cared was comparatively
scarce, both species coineided in migration, which started
with September (rather later than (X. wnanthe and far less
nunierically) and finished with the first week of October.

Crete—"The first birds arrived 2-4th March, adult males in
full plumage (very pure black and white).  These inereased
gradually, and the females came about Ist April.  Breeding
birds of both forms then paired and spread for nesting in
some numbers, but many passed on vorthwards. A nest
of the Black-throated Wheatear with two fresh cggs was
found in a hole in a wild fig-tree on 28th April.

Athens—13th=22nd April.  The same remarks apply.

Mitylene, 13th Angust, and Lemnos, 20th August, a
number of Black-throated and a few Black-cared Wheat-
ears were apparently migrating.

Platea and 3Marmarice—15th-31st July.  Birds which
had apparently bred were in full moult.  No males seen
were in summer black-and-white plumage. These Wheat-
cars scem nvariably to moult before starting their autumn
migration, all the adult mules being then in the voseate-bufl
winter plumage.

[As 1 agree with Dr. Tartert in regarding the Black-cared
and Black-throated Wheatears as dimorphic forms of oune
species, T have placed Tiynes’s notes under one heading, aud
I think theystrengthen the view that these two birds should
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be regarded as dimorphic forms of the same species.  All the
individuals obtained in Egypt, Greeee, Crete, and Asia Minor
are of the eastern form.—H. F. V. ]

(ixanTne pLESIANKA CYPRIACA Homeyer.

The Cypriote race of the Pied Wheatear was met with in
October near Famagusta, where it was fairly plentful,
frequenting both the plains and the scrub-clad slopes ol the
foot-hills.

Old birds and young of the year were hoth obtained, and
the species had every appearance of being resident.  The
facts that no other speeies of Wheatear was present, and that
the Pied Wheatear was not met with in Egyvpt during the
previous autumn, seem to lend support to this view.

Their stomachs contained nsects, sceds and inseets, and a
grassliopper.

[The specimens colleeted (in October) ave all in freshly
moulted phunage and are very dark coloured on the upper
parts. The crcam-~colonr of the head and nape is almost
cutirely conccaled by the long brownish-black fringes of the
feathers. The small size of this form i1s perhaps a better
character than its dark coloration.  The following are wing-
measurements of males :(—

ds. p.cypricea s 83 to Y0 mm. (seventeen speeimens, of
which only one measured so much as 90 mm.).

as. p. pleshanka: 90 to 100 mm. (twenty specimens, of
which only one measured so little as 90 mm.).

—H.F. V.

Saxicora TorQuaTA RUBICOLA (L.).

In Egvpt and Mualta the Stonechat was observed as a
winter visitor only, but in Crete, Sieily, and Sardinia it
occurred both in winter and smmmer.  In Crete the bird
seemed to be a resident, and also, as in Andalusia, where
many of the first hroods are out of the nest so carly as the
last week of March, an early breeder.  But in Sardinia and
Sicily the nests were made a month or more later, so it is
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possible that the individuals wintering at those places may
not be the breeding-stock.

The stomachs contained flies, beetles, seeds, caterpillars,
and small snails.

SAXICOLA RUBETRA RUBETRA (1i.).

Egypt—2>Migrant only. The passage of Whinchats com-
menced about 28th August, after which date the numbers
increased almost daily.  Irom 15th September to 7th October
the species abounded everywhere; the numbers then suddenly
dropped to merely a few stray birds, and on 20th October,
the very day that the last Whinchat was noted, the first Stone-
chat was scen.

Between September 16th and 26th some adult males
apparently in summer plumage were scen. All observed
subsequently were in the plain streaked dress.

Crete—The first migrant, a male in full summer plumage,
was observed on Ist April. Numbers of both sexes were met
with at Athens between April 13th and 23rd, and several
of both sexes at sca forty miles west of Crete on 209th April.
All these birds were evidently passing further northward.

Malta.—On 3rd May only females were observed on
migration; the males Lad gone by, and the passage of
‘Whinchats was nearly concluded.

[The specimens collected (& April 7, Crete ; & April 13,
Greece; g April 30, at sea ; ¢ September 16, Alexandria)
vary somewhat in coloration and size, but these differences
arc, I cousider, either seasonal or individual.  In addition to
the large series I have been able to compare at Tring and iu
my own collection, Herr Reiser has very kindly lent me five
specimens from Greece.—H. F. V.]

PreNicurus pu@NIcURUS * (L)),

The typical Redstart was met with as a migrant all over
the Mediterranean.

Egypt.—The migration started about 23rd August, but it

# For the reason for the omission of the third name in this case see
under Coccothraustes, p, 124
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was not (11 six weeks Tater that the press came. I'ron October
Srd to 28th Rudstarvts were exceedingly numerous.  The
passage then steadily deereased and November 8th furnished
the lastrecord.  Upto 11th September the few scen were all
dull-plumaged birds, probably all or nearly all young of the
vear, Then came a sprinkling of adult males in full winter
dress, these gradually increasing nntil 20th Octoher, when they
seemed to form about 60 per eent, of the Redstarts resting in
every tree or hush.  The passage of the adult males then
abruptly ecased, for all subsequently scen were dull-plumaged
birds, either females or young of the year.

With a pair of scissors one of these adult males could be
put into full summer plumage by snipping oft the light buft
tips of the feathers, illustrating the method of passing into
next summer plumage during the winter absence.

Lemnos.—Dull-plumaged  Redstarts on migration were
observed between 20th August and Gth September.

Crete.—Iirst secen (adult male) 25th March,  First
female seen Gth April.  Redstarts still on migration
28th April,

Malta.—VFirst noted  (two separate males) 18th April.
Female on 23rd April.

Surdinia.—3rd May, migrating plentifully.

Praxtcurvs ocnrurvs aisrarrariessis (Gm.).  (Ruticilla
titys auct.)

The Black Redstart was met with as a winter visitor only.
No elevations suitable to its breeding were visited.

Lgypt.—Iiest seen, 8th November.  Never more than two
or three together, generally singly. A winter visitor in
small numbers.

Crete.—Plentitul winter visitor.  All males had departed
ov 11th March, all females by 19th Mareh.  No migratory
birds from further south were judged to have passed
through.

Platea —Seen in mid-winter, not in summer.

Malta.—Winter visitor in moderate numbers.  Left in
Mareh.  Pairs were frequently observed during mid-winter.
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LusciNia MEGARHYNCHA MEGARHYNcHA DBrehm. (L. lus-
cinia auct.)

The Nightingale was met with breeding m Sieily and
Spain, but only as a migraut elsewhere.

Lyypt —The migration had started by 2nd August, and
was over about the equinox, but the nwmbers were few com-
pared to the “Sprossers.”

Crefe—I%rst noted 29th March, Numbers quite smail,
No evidence of breeding up to 28th April.

Lemnos—Noted on migration from 20th August to Gth
September.  One shot 22ud Aungust, male adult.

Malta—Plentiful migrant, first seen 29th March.

The stomachs of two obtained in Greecce and Egvpt
contained small beetles and flies.

Luscivia vusciNia (L), (L. plilomela auct.)

““Sprossers’ were observed on migration in Egvnt only.
Thew passage was well under way on 23rd August, when
they were guite plentiful in the day-time, resting principally
in the trees, but also in small bushes, drains, and indeed any
sort of eover.  On heing flushed one of them (though quite
able to fly) ran like a rat across the sand for some yvards to
the next bush.  On oue occasion only (26th August), when
I was watching sowme, one of them uttered o few notes of
song, but otherwise they always expressed their disapproval
of an intrasion by croaks, and jerks of the tail.

Luscinia svecrea svecrea (1i).

Luscivia svecica vorne® (Kleinschm.).

In Egypt the DBluethroat (not met with clsewhere) was
an abundant winter visitor. It arrived at Port Said in
mid-October and reached winter proportions by the end of
"November.

Bluethroats appeared to go to roost earlier than other
birds, but they were also the carliest risers, aud their fussy
little chirps and squeaks might be heard before it was light
enough to sce them even at close range.  The carly morning
was the best time for observation, for it was only then that
they would leave their haunts in the boggy undergrowth
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and take to the open, sometimes uttering a few sweet but
disjointed strophes of song.  In habits they were just like
Robins, and equally quarrclsome hut more shy.

Out of many specimens obtained at Port Said only two
{October 28th and January 3ed) were of the ¢ white-spotted ”’
form, and these were the only two males of that race noted.
Near Damanhour also the * red-spotted ”” form was equally
predominant, aud only one male of L. s. volye was obtained
(January 13th).

The stomachs of the birds obtained were found to contain
flics, larvie, small snails, and water-insects.

Daxparus rusecuna rRuBecuLa (L.).

The Robin was met with as a winter visitor only.

Fyypt—"The first mdividuals areived at Port Said about
S0th October, and their numbers never seemed to execed
what, about the heginning of December, became winter pro-
portions.  Cousiderably less plentiful than its near ally the
Bluethroot, the Robin frequented much the sane ground,
but wax also to be found in the gardens. Sometimes 1t was
hicard singing quite merrily, but not unearly so often as
in England.  This remark applies all over the Mediterrancan
to the winter Robins.

Crete.—Winter only.  Plentiful and shy. All the birds
secmed to have departed by 6th March.

Malta—\Winter only. A few examples were scen as late
as 30th Marchy but these may have been migrants. On
Sth April a very tired Robin came on board at sea off Cape
Palos (south-east Spain). ‘

No Robins in juvenile plumage were ever observed.

[The specimens collected, viz.: Crete, I'eb. 19 and
March 6, and Port Said, Nov. 15, were of the typical form.—
H F. TV

PRUNELLA MODULARIS MODULARIS (L.).

Malta was the only place at which the Hedge-Sparrow was
ohzerved. A single female was shot there on January 28th,
and notes attributed to the species were oceasionally heard
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in the winter time.  The Hedge-Spavrow would therefore
appear to be a searce winter visitor to Malta, for it certainly
does not breed theve.

TroeLovyres TrrocLonyTes * (L.).

Crete.—Plentiful.  First heard to sing, 11tlk March, A
pair feeding their young were watched to the nest in a pre-
cipitous crag on 25th April.

Sicily.—VPlenitful, breeding among the vocky eliffs and
boulders of the Cavas. In about twelve nests found
the cggs and young without esception numbered four.
Young birds flew from a nest on 26th May, while nests
with fresh eges were found on the same date and later, and
as no other fledged young were scen the latter were nox
likely to be second broods.

{No speeimens were procured in Crete, hut three from
Sieily did not appear to be separable from the typical form,

— . F. W)

CuruipoN rusrica rustica (L.).

Egypt.—Migrant only.  Swallows were first seen on 8th
Scptember, arriving in the forenoon in small parties and
flying low across the sandy strip that separvates Lake Men-
zalch from the Mediterrancan.  The species soon heeame
pleatiful at Port Said, flying all over the harbour among the
ships and frequently perching on the rigging.  When the last
week of September came and the Swallows were still plentiful,
it looked as if some of them were likely to stop fov the
winter, but at the end of October they diminished as quickly
as their ranks had swelled, leaving only a few stragglers (the
last scen on 15th November) to follow in the wake of the
main body.

Crete—VFirst arrived 25th March, subsequently inereased
till plentiful on3vd April.  Still migrating 29th April, when
many came on board ship at sea, 40" west of Crete.  No notes
made as to its breeding.

* For the reason for the omission of the third name in this case see
under Coccothraustes, p. 124,
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Athens —Plentiful 13th-23rd April. No notes made as
to its breeding.

Malta.—On passage ounly.

Nicily. —Met with breeding i the grottoes on the rivers in
the Cavas; one small colony of aliout five puirs hiad small
voung on Slst Muy, and one single nest had five fresh egygs
on 4th June. Some of these nests were only a few inches
above the surface of the water.

Cueripox rusTica savIGNII (Steph.).

Thix resident Levptian Swallow was but seldom seen at
Port Said, probably beeanse that locality 1s unlike its true
home, viz., the Nile Delta and its vicinity, where in mid-
winter it was found plentiful, frequenting the pools n the
water-lying marshes.

At Port Suid none were seen until 30th September, after
which single birds or parties of three or four were observed
from time to time, sometinmes in company with migrating
C. rustica.

A few were also seen mear Damietta at the end of
November.

Hiruxvo vrprea vrsrea (L),

Eyypl.—XNo vecord of a House-Martin between August
and January.

Crete—T1irst mdividual seen T1th April, after which the
manbers steadily inercased. No note was made as to whether
the species breeds or is migrant only.

Sicily—At end of May the bird was breeding very
abundantly i caves anmong the precipitous limestoue cliffs
of the Cavas distriet.

Spain, near Gibrallar.—On 24th Tebruary, at sunset, a
small colony were flying in and out of what scemed to be
their last year’s nests, in the roof of a cave 1u a limestone
cliff where a Griffon Vulture was sitting on one egg.

RIPARIA RIPARIA.

The Sand-Martin was met with ax 2 migrant (only) from
ast to west of the Mediterranean.

Egypt.—On 25th August the species was abundant and
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continued so until the end of September, when birds became
few, the last being noted on 21st October.

When we were navigating the Suez Canal numbers of
holes in the banks looking like Sand-Martins” hurrows were
observed in August,

('refe—~Tirst seen 27th March, plentiful 11th April. No
note later.

Athens.—13th April, plentiful on migration.

Lemnos.—On migration, 23rd August-6th September.

Malia.—First seen on migration 29th March.

[No specimens were preserved.—H. F. JI7.]

Riraria rupesTRIS (Scop.).

The Crag-Martin was found locally plentiful near Platea
in mid-December, and in Crete it apparently winters and
has a remarkably carly migration.

In Crete on 11th February a single Crag-3Martin flew by,
evidently travelling.  On 20th February the species had
become plentiful about Suda village, and the last two in-
dividuals were scen there on 23rd February. This appavently
completed the passage of the Crag-Martins, all, it was con-
sidercd, being birds which had wintered in the mountainous
interior of Crete, and not in Africa, which snggests that they
do not breed in Crete, but no visit was made to the interior.

CAPRIMULGUS EUROP/EUS EUROPEUS i,

CAPRIMULGUS EUROPEUS MERIDIONALIS Hart,

Eqgypt—The following remarks necessarily include hoth
races, as they were not recognised apart in the field.

The Nightjar was distinguished from all othier migrants
by having the greatest duration of passage, and considering
that except when disturbed the birds are ouly to be seen in the
twilight, it was remarkable how much in evidence they were.
The passage started at the end of August.  Tn September
Nightjars were plentiful, in October even more soj in
November their numbers decreased and 23rd November is
the last record. The ecrepuscular feeding-habit of the
Nightjar rathier lends itself to the suggestion that its times
of flight might differ somewhat from those of the Passcres,
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and this may perhaps account for the long period of passage,
sinee they scemed toarrive about the same time as the otlier
birds, and frequently flew on hoard about 9 aar, but were
probably feeding when the latter were continuing their
journey.

A specimen of C. e. meridionalis was canght alive in the
town of Port Said on 10th November, while an example of
the typical form was shot near Port Said on 19th September.

Urura Erors EroPs L.

The Hoopoe was met with as a magrant from cast to west
of the Mediterranean, and in most places as a breeding
species.

Fyypt—I1t was onc of the carliest migrants, its passage
being well wuder way by 23rd August and concluded by the
end of September,

Crete.—The first Hoopoe was seen on 1st April.  On
7th April a male was shot ot of a party of five, an unusually
laree number to meet with, as when seen on passage the bivds
were generally alone or in twos. The spring call of the
Iloopoe was not heard in Crete, but its breeding there was
very likely overlooked.

Athens.—13th April, several were seen and looked like
breeding,

Lemnos.—Between 21st Aungust and 8th September,
especially at the end of that period, many were obscrved on
migration, and made a special ““ gibier ” for the Elconora
Falcons, whose breeding-islet was full of {resh remains.,

Malta.—Hoopoes passed on migration in March and
April, but none stopped to breed.

Sictly, Sardinic, ond  Spain.—The species was  found
breeding.

Hoopoes were very frequent visitors on board ship at
sea during migration-time, but seldom more than one
occurred at a time.

FOnly one specimen (Crete, April 7th) was preserved.—

H.F W]
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CORACIAS GARRULUS GARRULUs L.

In Egypt the migration of the Roller coincided almost
exactly as to date with that of the Hoopoe, i. e. was well
started by 23rd August, and concluded by the end of
September.  Individuals were occasionally scen coming
in from the sea, descending from a height with an easy
“folding ” flight.

At Athens Rollers were first seen on 23rd April, being
then evidently on migration.  They were not noted at Crete.
At Marmarice several—evidently bred thercabouts—were
secen at the end of July, and at Lemmnos between 2lst
August and 6th September others were observed apparently
migrating. At Malta this species was an abundant migrant,
arriving about 18th April, but did not breed in the island,
though 1n Sicily a few nested in the Cavas, fresh eggs belng
found on 2ad June.

The Roller scems to prefer to migrate in company with
two or threc more of its kiud, travelling in a widely scattered
formation.

ALCEDO ISPIDA BENGALENsIS Gm.

In Lgvpt Kingfishers were frequently seen about the
harbour and edge of Lake Menzaleh from 23rd August
onwards, but their abundance from the first week of Sep-
tember to the end of October and subsequent scareity in the
winter seemed to shew that the majority scen were on
passage. Perhaps all did not belong to this race.

An Alecedo ispida (no specimen obtained) was plentiful in
the marshes at Platea and Sicily in winter. Near Gibraltar
the bird was observed on 8th March, which looks as if it i=
resident, for it is known to breed there.

[The only specimen obtained (Port Said, October 31st,
1906) belongs to this race.—H. I, J1".]

Dexprocopus MEDIUS MEDIUS (L),

At Platea and Laverda, a little way south of the Gulf of
Arta, this Wondpecker was plentitul, frequenting the cak-
woods. Oune specimen was obtaived.



176 Commander IT. Lynes on «

DENDROCOPUS MEDIUS SANCTI-JOHANNTs (Blanf.).
At Smyenaa family-party was met with at the foot of the
pine=clad hills on 4th Cetober, and one specimen was secured.

IvyNx ToRQUILLA TORQUILLA L.

The Wryneck was met with on migration from east to
west of the Mediterranean, and i Egypt apparently a few
stop to winter (ride Mr. Nieoll's ohservations, “ Ibix” July,
1908, and Mr. Loat, € Ibis,” January, 1906).

('refe—The Wrvneek was hirst seen on 29th March, again
on Tth April aud 11th April. On cach oceasion single birds
were met with, evidently on migration.

Lemnos.—'T'he species was plentiful on migration between
21st Angust and 6th September, wid was a favourite prey of
the Elconora I"alcon.

Maltoe The Wryneel’s passage commenced during the
last week of March. Nowhere was its call heard.

Farco pErEGRINUS PUNICUs Levaill.

The Mediterrancan Peregrine was plentiful at Lemmos
between August 22nd and September Sthe All scen were
near the sea-coast. Very small birds they looked, smaller in
compass even than the Eleonora Talcon, but much more
thickset. A Peregrine of some sort was observed scveral
times at Crete.

[A female specimen, obtained at Lemnos on Angust 21st,
1s in full moult.  On the under parts the old feathers arve
of a pale ercam-colour, while the new arve reddish buff, and
similarly the old feathers on the upper parts are dark brown
with grey bands while the new are black with grey bands.—

H.F. V]

Iarco gLeoNor.e Gene,

The Eleonora Faleon was found breeding plentifully at the
end of August in Lemnos.  Thisis the same place that Rear-
Admiral A. M. Farguhar wrote about in the ¢ Ihis’ (1902,
p. 166), so it is thought unneeessary to give here more than
a few additional notes,
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The rvocky islet on which the Falcons breed is 11 acres in
extent, about half its edge is preeipitous, and the brittle
limestone of whieh it 1s composed 1s honeycombed every-
where with large and small holes, providing suitable nesting -
sites for Cormorvants (Phalacrocora e graculus 7) and Gulls
{Larns cachinnans and possibly also L. «udouini, an example
of which was seenclose by), but their nests had of course
been tenantless for some months.

The Taleons” nests were not confined to the precipitous
parts——indecd only two out of the ten found needed a rope
to get at them. Iive nests were quite on the top of a
detached peninsula with perpendicular sides; the eggs heing

” among the limestone facets,  One

placed in ““pot-holes
cluteh of three egos was placed in a Cormorant’s old nest.

There scemed to be at least twelve pairs breeding in the
islet, which abounded with the remains of freshlv-killed
birds, chicfly Wryneeks and Iloopoes, the autumn migra-
tion being in full progress and small birds abundant in
consequence.

Only one of the nests contained young birds (three in
number), the remainder had eggs (3, 3, 3, 3, 3, 2,2, in
number}, averaging ten dayvs of menbation. Two clutehes on
the flat top had been broken recently, possibly by fishiermen
who sometimes go there.  In two of those with three coes,
one of the eggs was separated about ecight nches from the
others, as though 1t had been deliberately put aside so as not
to hateh.  Certainly in one case, and probably in the other,
the embryo was dead.

To lay three eggs would scem to be the rule, but not to
rear more than two young, for in all nests with three eggs
onc was addled (in one nest two).  The parent bird sat very
close on the vest of two young (cach about two days old),
The broken shells of the ezus were just thrown out of tle
nest and were Iying two feet away. Two of them picced
together almost perfectly.  Tu the nest were three castings,
two of small birds and one of beetle-remains.

All other nests (with the eggs) were void of food except
one, close to which were the remains of a Roller, the leg of

SER. IX.—VOL, VL. N
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a Chukar Partridge, and four castings, one of beetle-clytra,
two of small mammal’s fur, aud one of Roller’s feathers. A
Chukar scems a remarkably large hird for an Eleonora Falcon
to tackle, but there must have been a number of wounded
birds about just then from the shooting.

It is mnever easy to count birds which are in constant
motion, and thirteen was the most scen at one time on the
islet, only once being in the dawrk phase of plumage, so it
scems that there must have been present breeding males in
the ITehby-like plumage.  Purthermore, out of about twelve
Eleconora Falcons scen about the main island on various
occaxious between these dates; ouly two were in the all-dark
plumage, which would seem to be quite the exception.

The female specimen obtained contaied the remains of an
Ortolan Bunting and a Red-backed Shrike.

On 27th April this species was obscerved frequenting a
precipitous island off the west of Crete.

Favrco TINNUNCULUS.

At Port Said the Kestrel, first noted on 23rd Getober, was
subsequently seen off and on in the country, and was
presumably a winter visitor. At Damanhour in December
and January a number of Kestrels frequented the town, much
as one sees Kestrels in summer in Andalusia. It seems
not unlikely that these were resident Kestrels (Mr. Nicoll
points out, ‘Ibis” July 1908, that there is an Lgvptian
race), and that those observed at Port Said were migrants,

Crete.—"The species was plentiful aud apparently resident,
breeding in the cliffs and old fortresses.  Judging by the
actions of the birds they scemed to be preparing to nest on
25th March.

Cyprus—0n 10th October Kestrels were plentiful, some
about the plains catching grasshoppers, others about the old
fortress, looking like resudents, as they frequented holes at
the mouths of which could be seen the © whitewash ” of
ages.

Lemnos.—At the end of August the species was abundant,
and judgmg by the date must have bred there. 1t was also
seen at Mitylene on 13th August.
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Narvarino—XKestrels were frequenting, in company with
Alpine Swifts, a rocky islet about 20th July.

Malta—A few scem to be resident, as the species was
observed during winter and swmmer i the same Launts.
Others pass through on migration.

Sicily.—Breeding plentifully in the Cavas. A mnest of
four half incubated eggs was found on st June.

N.B—The Lesser Kestrel (Fuleo naumanni) was not
identified to the eastward of Malta.

Farco veseertines L.

In Egvpt the ounly specimen identified for certain (obtained)
was 2 female resting in a tree at Port Said on 28th October.

In Malta, on 23rd April, at sunset & number of IFalcons
coming from the southward stopped to form a gathering,
wheeling around about 600 feet ahove the ground. When
the last of the party had come up, the whole concourse,
numbering about 200, deseended and passing close overhead
were scen to be nearly all Faleo vespertinus (many fine dark
males) with a few Nestrels.  The Red-footed Ialcons were
readily distinguishable from the Kestrels by being more
thickset, like miniature Peregrines,short and broad. Tt was
not possible in the dusk to follow these bivds far, but their
actions gave the impression that they were breaking their
journey, and intended to speud the night at Malta.

Accrerrer N1sus (L)),

In Egypt Sparrow-Hawks appeared at the end of October,
and for a month were often scen near Port Said, sometimes
several together.  These were evidently only passing by, but
one example scen near Damanhour in mid-December shewed
that some Nparrow-Hawks remained during the winter.

In Crete the species was observed on 3rd March, but not
identified for certain later.

At Platea Sparrow-llawks were very plentiful in winter,
but were not observed during a short visit in July. The fol-
lowing incident took place near Platea. On 17th December,
shortly before sunrise, a small hawk rose from some thick
bushes and gave an casy shot against the castern sky. 1t

N2
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dropped apparently dead.  On reaching the spot two Sparrow-
ITawks were found, a female flapping hard and tryving to rise
with her elaws fixed into the breast of the male, which was
Iving on his back motionless and ahmost dead, obviously the
bird that had been shot.

The female allowed herself to be taken by hand across the
shonlders, mud was dertached from the now dead male without
offering wny reststanee. When Towas satisfied by an inspee-
tion that she was unlnjured, she was thrown into the air and
flew xtrongly avay. Tt wasapparcntly a case of the hen bird
endeavouring to resene her mate; had it been merely one of
cannibalixin, she would surely not have allowed lierself to he
caught.

Arprrra MINvvTa (L),

At Port Said on 30th October a Little Bittern flew on
board the ship and was captured. The same day another
was met with i a wmarshy place. The species did not scew
to winter there. '

In Swerly on 250d May Little Ditterns were very plentiful
m the frmge of sedacs round the cdge of the Lago di Tentini,
They were continually lusbed, and Toohed as il they had
not long arrived. They breed very late, making nests like
small Moorhien’s nests amone the dead ~tudt at the bases of
the big ““carizos” of the reed-forests. On Gth June two
nests contained two and three fresh eggs respectively.

Hypropates pELAGTCA L.

It seems remarkable that the Storm-Peirel was never
observed in the Mediterrancan to the castward of Malta.
Between Gibraltar aud Malta, but not from Malta to the
castward, i August, numbers of these birds would follow
the ship’s wake, flying to and fro and dipping their heaks
into the water for food now and then.  In the Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden many Storm-Letrels appeared again. The
species was found nesting plentilully on Filfola Island, three
miles to the southward of Malta.  Ou Gth May (1906)
one pair, and on Lhth May (1007) mauny pairs, were sitting
together in erannies which presumably would shortly have
contained the egg.  Dlggs scem to be luid mostly about the
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last week in May, and then only one bird is found sitting.
They are the latest of the three Tubinares that breed at
Filfola Island.

['The stomach of one specimen is noted as containing thick
orange-coloured oily matter ; that of another a small fisl’s
eye and what appearcd to be green seaweed.—H. £ 117.]

Purrinus rurriNus YELROUAN (Acerbi).

From Sardinia castward and  especially at Crete the
Levantine Shearwater was met with abuundantly, never far
from rocky and precipitous coasts, and apparently all the yvear
round i the vieinity of its breeding-hawnts.  On Pondiko
Nisioan sland preeipitous on its western face, a Levantine
Shearwater was found sitting on a fresh egg at 300 feet above
sea-level on 27th April.

At Iilfola Island (Malta) on 6th May, 1906, three small
voung, and on 1ith May a few backward chicks about half
grown, were the only tenants of the numcerous breeding-
crannies, whiclt shewed every evidence of haviug coutained
voung earlier that year.

The fact of not finding at Teast some chicks nearly ready to
fly might be accounted for by their having left their nests
betfore being able to fly, or they may have been taken for
food by the Maltese fishermen, who constantly visit the
island, but the former suggestion is not supported by any
direet evidencee, and could hardly apply in the case of the
Pondiko Nist nest on a precipitous ledge 500 feet above
the water.

This 1s the carliest of the three Tubinares to breed at
Filfola Island.

Purrinus KvdLl KUBLI (Boie).

The Mediterrancan Shearwater was met with all over the
Mediterranean, often In company with the last species.

At Iulfola Island on 6th May (1906) and again on
14th May (1907) some pairs were found squatting together
in nesting-holes, but no eges had been laid.  Laying scews
to commence about the third weck in May, a little carlier
than that of the Storm-Petrel.
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Both these species of Shearwater arc extremely inert when
taken from their breeding holes, not making the slightest
effort to escape, though they bite badly and gloves are
essential, as their beaks ave powerfel. A sitting Mediter-
rancan Shearwater taken to the top of the chiff, about GO feet
high, and dropped over its edge, scemed to spread out its
wings only just in time to save itsclf from striking the
boulders below.

Popicers N16r1coLLIs Brehm.

A few Black-necked Grebes were first noticed (hut may
have been there helfore) on Lake Menzaleh on 22nd Novem-
ber, while on 7th December they were abundant,  As none
were seen on a previous visit on September 8thothe species
was considered to be merely a winter visitor.

Covvaps Livia Gm.
Aet with from Crete to Gibraltar; apparently a resident
everywhere.

Macueres puenax (L.).

On 19th March in Crete, when the spring-migration had
Just commenced, a compact flock of about twenty Kufly swept
along the edge of the sea-shore after sunset.

Trinca MiINUTA Leisl,
One was obtained in Crete on March 27th.

Toraxus ocrornus (L.).

In Bgypt on 26th August numbers of Green Sandpipers,
in rather scattered parties up to forty strong, were observed
from the ship when going through the Canal from north to
south.  These birds, vising from the muddy banks at the edge
of the Canal, would keep just ahead of the ship and from
time to time fly across her bows, each individual uttering a
single or double musical pipe, while the general result was
a twittering song rather like that of a Swallow singing.
Tlsewhere, on migration, the species was only met with
singly or quite a few at a time.

Ju Crete on 19th Mareh two specimens were shot from a
party of four migrants feeding in a ditch.
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GarrLiNsco earLiNvra (L.).

GarLiNaco caLLiNaco (L.).

The Common and Jack Snipe are abundant during winter
in suitable places all over the Mediterrancan. At Port Said
both species were first observed on 13th November. They
were then on passage, as there is no ground sulficiently
suitable to be permanently occupied by Suipe within a few
miles of Port Said.

Near Damanhour in December and January the Jack and
I'ull Suipe were abundant, and in about equal proportions.
The average weight of a nuwber was poor; Iull Sunipe
under 3L ounces, largest 33 ounces, smallest 2% ounces;
Jack Snipe 17 ounces, largest 2, smallest 11 ounces,

In Crete in spring a small influx of Full Snipe due to
migration was observed from the equinox until mid-April.

Scoropax rusTicoLa L.
The Woodcock, when frozen out of its winter quarters in

the north occasionally, as 1s known, crosses the ecastern
Mediterrancan in some numbers, but 1t scems that such
migrations are the outcome of exceptional years, and that
usually the numbers are few.

Egypt.—A Woodcock was shot when out Snipe-shooting
in January, about 25 miles from Alexandria.

Crete.~1t is known that small bags of Woodcocks may be
obtained in suitable localities.

Malta—In some years severe weather to the northward
brings a sudden migration of Woodcocks through the Malta
islands, birds being found in all sorts of odd places in the
towns.

Greece and Albania.—In suitable cover near the sca-coast,
very large bags of Woodcocks, depending on the severity of
the weather inland, arc obtained. January is the best month.

RostrAaTULA CAPENSTS (L),
In Egypt the Painted Snipe, which is resident and breeds,

was found here and there. A family of five birds was
flushed on one occasion. They werc followed up, as with
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their Rail-like flight they only flew a very short distance,
and the whole party shot in about ten minutes.

Crex crex (L.).

The Corn-Crake was only observed in Egypt, where in its
modes of migration, passage-dates, time of arrival, &e., it
almost exactly resembled the Quail; but the number of
Corn-Crakes was perhaps only one twentieth of that of the
Quails, and more seemed to stay for the winter.

In appearance, when coming to land after its over-sea
passage, the Corn-Crake looks just like a rvather dark-
colowred big Quail with a long thick neck, the legs not
being vizible, and the speed heing apparently the sawe.

Like the Quail, Corn-Crakes on migration {rcquently
alight in very odd places, about buildings and on board
ship, and one was scen perchied at the top of a tall Aleppo
pine-tree.

About sunset the Corn-Crakes seemed to get lively
and were to be seen running about in the open, as it

reparatory to o meal and continuation of the migration-
pre] 3 a
flight.

Porzaxa porzana (L),

The Spotted Crake was first observed in Egypt on
L0t Sepiewsbor o throvshoat Ocetober, November, and
Doeamnber examples were nushed now and aguin, shewing it
to be a winter visitor.

At the end of dMareh the Aalta market had numbers of
Spotted Crakes, which probably had been procured in the
1sland.

RavLus aquaticus L.

In DEgvpt the Water-Rail was found to he a winter visitor
i moderate munbers, arviving  about  20th  September.
Atter this date, althoughnever plentiful, they were frequently
flushed, chiefly at sunrise or sunsct, hut their presence was
more often revealed by their extraordinary squeaks and
grunts issuing from the marshy undergrowth.

On two occasions Water-Rails were almost certainly



Collection of Biras from the Mediterrancan. 185

observed arriving at Port Said in the early morning; if this
was correct, then in mode of flight, speed, and general
appearance they much resemble the Corn-Crake. On
8th November, just after sunset, a Water-Rail flew into the
officers’ smoking-room, through the open scuttle.

In Crete a Water-Rail was flushed from a marsh on
4th February, but was not observed later.

In Sicily at the Pantana di Lentini, the species was found
plentiful both in winter and summer. On 8th June two
nests containing three and nine fresh eggs respectively were
fouud, a curiously late date 1t the birds are resident, unless
two broods are reared in the season.

Corurnix coruryix (L.).

The Quail was found as a migrant from cast to west of
the Mediterranecan, and was especially abundant from Malta
castwards. In many places a few were found in mid-winter,
and also breeding in summer, probably the same mdividuals.

In Egypt the speecies was very abundant on migration and a
few were also found inmid-winter.  Quails were alveady “in”
on 23rd August, rather cavlier than most years, but did not
appear in full force until September. The passage was at
its maximum height during the first fortnight of September,
and birds were still plentiful up to the end of that month,
but it was not until after September that the passage
positively ceased.  They always scemed to arrive singly,
and made the land flying low at a speed which I timed
carcfully to be about fifty miles an hour, but they were never
scen like this when the ship was more than fifteen miles to
the north of the coast, shewing presumably that the birds
only come down to the surface of the water when near the
land.  The Quail-catching industry (a very flourishing one)
has often been deseribed, it 1s therefore unnceessary to say
more than that the three prineipal methods in autumm are :
first and principally, the flight-net; secondly, the snares
thirdly, the casting-net ; and thousands of live Quails thus
caught are shipped away to Europe in wicker cages of six to
ten stories, literally packed till the birds can hardly turn
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round.  Quail frequently came on board ship and allowed
themselves to be picked up, or struck the rigging in their
flight when coming iu; 1t may be for the same reason that
driven Partridges often strike telegraph-wires, or perhaps
these are unusually exhausted birds.

In Crete a male (with a female) with Jarge testes was shot
on 3rd March, evidently a wintering pair.  On 7th April a
Quail was calling in young corn. A few pairs evidently
breed, but the species was not plentiful at any period.

In Malta the autumn passage commenced about 5th Sep-
tember. A few Quail breed in the Maltese islands.

CACCABIS CHUKAR.

The Chukar Partridge was met with in the Greeian Archi-
pelago and Asia Minor.

Crefe.—Comparatively few were seen, and no specimens
were obtained, but the cage-birds, sure to have beeu Jocally
procured, were ““ Chukar.”

Marmarice.—The species was fairly plentifal.

Lemnos and Mitylene —'The Chukar was abundant and gave
capital sport (20th August-8th September). The weather 1s
of course hot at thisscason, but otherwisc very pleasant, and
the more a sportsman walks and knows the birds” habits, the
bigger will be his bag. Ior about an hour and a half at
sunrise and sunsct, the birds are generally to be found feeding
in the stubbles and thistle-grown lands on the limestone-
soils. In the morning when they leave the feeding grounds,
which mostly lic on the slopes and towards the tops of the
undulating hills, they go down, flying or running, into the
gullies, where they lie hidden until evening feeding-time
among the thick boulders and serub.  They scem to prefer
to roost among collections of houlders and rocks at or near
the erest of the scrub-clad hills, repairing thither when
almost dark.

It they sec anyone coming in time the birds nearly always
run away, and it scems almost the invariable rule that when
disturbed they run up hill, and when flushed fly dowi, so that
the sportsman should always work right up the hillside to its



